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WRITING FOR STAGE AND SCREEN 
Class Code: OS638

Level: 10 credit points 
Rationale

In recent years, the Ramshorn Theatre has offered a wide range of non-credit bearing theatre arts classes to the general public. In response to the growing demand for formal recognition of these classes within the National Awards Framework, this class How to Write for Stage and Screen, is aimed at those who wish to learn the basic elements of playwriting, and the specific demands of different media for dramatic writing.  Although essentially for complete beginners, the class is also suitable for those with a limited amount of experience in writing for stage or screen who wish to improve their skills. Participants will have a writing “buddy” to provide focused discussion and written comments on their work. The theoretical framework of this highly participative class will enable participants to reflect on the significance of the role of the writer within the environment of a working theatre company. This class replaces Writing for Stage and Screen (OS454) offered in previous programmes.
Learning Outcomes
On completion of the class students will be able to:

· Differentiate between the different languages of stage and screen

· Summarise the basics of plot structure and development and character creation 

· Explain the concept of dramatic tension

· Work with the realities of sets, stage directions and objects

· Discuss through-lines of narrative for plot and character

· Utilise appropriate techniques for presenting scripts

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
· Writing for the Stage

· Technical codes

· Writing for the Screen

· Narrative forms

· Presenting scripts

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

This workshop-based course will be participative and include taught input, discussion of excerpts from videos, scripts and students’ own work. Students will be expected to undertake writing exercises both during, and in preparation for, each class.  Theatre Games will be employed to engage students’ interest, challenge their ideas about writing and stimulate their creativity.  Students will be encouraged to share their work with others, and receive peer feedback, reflecting on this in the light of tutor feedback to encourage them not only to develop their writing skills, but also to adopt an analytical approach to these. Appropriate handouts will be distributed. 
Assessment

There are three elements to the assessment:

A. The submission of a 500-word (+ or – 10%) reflective Logbook detailing the student’s contribution to class activities 

B. The submission of a 1500-word (+ or – 10%) assignment of creative writing for stage or screen.  (70%)

C. The submission of a 800-word (+ or – 10%) assignment of creative writing for stage or screen.  (30%)
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