Centre for Lifelong Learning

STAND-UP COMEDY 2 (OS637)
(10 credit points)
Class Outline
The class Stand-up Comedy 2 is aimed at those who have learned the basic elements of stand-up comedy through completion of Stand-up Comedy 1 (OS636) or who have already tried performing their work in public. It is for students who have a serious interest in becoming professional Stand-Up performers. As the positive acceptance of criticism is a significant aspect of the learning experience in this class, participants will be “buddied” with another person in order to provide focused and constructive peer assessment of performances and sets. The theoretical and practical framework of this highly participative class will enable participants to reflect on their own practice and that of others. 

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class students will be able to:

· Critically analyse the work of other stand-up comics
· Demonstrate an ability to improvise comedy

· Develop vocal and microphone skills

· Outline the structures of writing a comedy set

· Assess and work with different audiences

· Measure and assess their own performance in relation to the performance of others in the class
Teaching Programme
The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
· Voice and Vocal Techniques

· Movement as part of a comedy routine
· Physical aspects of a comedy routine
· Sensing the mood of an audience

· Keeping focus in adversity
Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

This is a workshop-based course, where students are enabled to extend their ability to develop and present their material. The course will be participative and include taught input, discussion and student centred activities. Workshop techniques are therefore at the heart of the course, together with performance, analysis and discussion. Performance tasks will require peer review and informal assessment of each other’s work.

Participants will be expected to prepare material between classes. There will be an encouragement to explore and experiment and participants will perform in a Comedy Club. 
Assessment

There are three elements to the assessment:

· The submission of a 500-word (+ or – 10%) reflective Logbook detailing the student’s contribution to class activities and reflections on these. A template and an exemplar are provided, and it is stressed that this is a reflective exercise, for the student’s own benefit.          

            
· An essay of 500 (+ or – 10%) words which is an analysis and evaluation of a performance by the student in a comedy club







(30%)

· A stand-up comedy performance of 5 minutes (+ or – 10%) in a comedy club

(70%) 
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