Centre for Lifelong Learning

STAND-UP COMEDY 1

Class Code: OS636

Level: 10 credit points 
Rationale:

In recent years, the Ramshorn Theatre has offered a wide range of non-credit bearing theatre arts classes to the general public.  In response to the growing demand for formal recognition of these classes within the new National Awards Framework, the class Stand-up Comedy 1, is aimed at those who wish to learn the basic elements of stand-up comedy.  Although essentially for complete beginners, the class is also suitable for those with a limited amount of stand-up experience who wish to improve their skills. As the positive acceptance of criticism is a significant aspect of the learning experience in this class, participants will be “buddied” with another person in order to provide focused and constructive peer assessment of performances and sets. The theoretical framework of this highly participative class will enable participants to reflect on the significance of the role of the stand-up comic within the setting of contemporary club and theatre work. This class replaces Stand-Up Comedy (O363) offered in previous programmes.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class students will be able to:

· outline the importance of voice and microphone use to the stand-up comic

· list potential sources of inspiration for the development of writing routines, sketches and gags

· utilise a range of appropriate performance techniques to deal with hecklers

· discuss presentation issues for the stand-up comic

· develop comic skills.

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· Voice and movement

· Presentation and comic skills 

· Microphone use 

· Dealing with hecklers 

· Writing skills  and sources of inspiration 

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The course, in the form of a series of workshops, will be participative and include taught input, discussion and student centred activities. Classes will normally include analysis and discussion of comedic material, both students’ own and that from published sources, either written or on film/video as a means of stimulating creativity and developing an understanding of an appropriate range of performance/presentation techniques.  Students will be invited to explore and experiment with these in the context of developing their own material and will be expected to prepare material between classes. Performance tasks will require peer review and informal assessment of each other’s work.

Assessment

There are three elements to the assessment:

A. The submission of a 500-word (+ or – 10%) reflective Logbook detailing the student’s contribution to class activities and reflections on these. A template and an exemplar are provided, and it is stressed that this is a reflective exercise, for the student’s own benefit.          



B. An essay of 500 (+ or – 10%) words which is an analysis and evaluation of a performance by the student in the class








(30%)

C. A stand-up comedy performance of 5 minutes (+ or – 10%) in class


(70%) 

Recommended Reading

History

Stand-Up – Oliver Double

Didn’t you kill my Mother-In-Law – Roger Wilmut and Peter Rosengard

Technique

The Serious Guide to Joke Writing – Sally Holloway

Zen and the art of Stand-Up – Jay Sankey

Writing Comedy – John Byrne

Teach Yourself Comedy Writing – Jenny Roche

Getting the Joke – Oliver Double

The New Comedy Writing – Step by Step – Gene Perret

The Comedy Bible -  Brian McKim and Traci Skene

Biography/ Anecdotes

American Scream – Cynthia True

How to Talk Dirty and Influence People – Lenny Bruce

Ha Bloody Ha – William Cook

Born Standing Up – Steve Martin

Sit-com / Playwriting

Set- up, Joke, Set-Up, Joke – Rob Long

The Crafty Art of Playmaking – Alan Ayckbourn

The Eight Characters of Comedy by Scott Sedita

The Comic Toolbox – John Vorhaus
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