Centre for Lifelong Learning
Acting 4
Class Code: OS632

Level: 10 credit points




Rationale

The class Acting 4, is the fourth of four introductory classes on the basic elements of acting and is aimed at those who have already completed Acting 1, Acting 2, and Acting 3, or who have equivalent prior acting experience or training. There will be “buddy triples” to provide focused discussion and informal assessment of their work. The theoretical framework of this highly participative class will enable participants to develop a deeper personal understanding of the art of acting and the varieties of performance required of an actor.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class students will be able to:

· Display an understanding of body/mind approaches to performance

· Use varieties of vocal expressivity

· Recognise the complex demands made by existing and devised texts

· Describe the concept of ‘the actor’s journey’

· Utilise a variety of approaches to interaction with others

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· Artistic choice

· The Psychological Background to developing a role or creating a devised character

· Physical Theatre

· Performance realities

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

Workshop techniques are the basis of this class, including Theatre Games and the presentation of existing scenes from plays or devised scenes. Discussion and analysis is always included. Between classes, students are expected to work individually and together on dramatic texts, and individually on voice and movement. Collaborative improvisations will require peer review and informal assessment of each other’s work. Time will always be set aside for this discussion and analysis, and students are required to keep a logbook in order to reflect on their experience. Appropriate handouts will be distributed in order to assist the development of analytical skills.

Assessment

There are three elements to the assessment:

A. The submission of a 500-word (+ or – 10%) reflective Logbook detailing the student’s contribution to class activities. A template and an exemplar are provided, and it is stressed that this is a reflective exercise, for the student’s own benefit.





                    
B. A 500-word written (+ or – 10%) discussion of the challenges associated with a particular character or scene from a play performed in class.






        (30%)

C. A performance element demonstrating the practical skills associated with the course.
        (70%)
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