Centre for Lifelong Learning
SOCIOLOGY OF CRIME
Class Code: OS715


Level: 10 University of Strathclyde credit points
Rationale

Sociology is a subject which holds much fascination, particularly with adult learners as it attempts to explain human behavior in society.  This class aims to provide a progression from Sociology 1, studying in further depth the principles of sociological study.  The class will sit alongside the current Open Studies (OS) classes, Introduction to Sociology (OS198), Introduction to Psychology (OS624), Forensic Psychology for Beginners (OS625) and Introduction to Philosophy (OS623). This will allow students to gain an Open studies Certificate in Humanities.  This class has potential to be delivered externally as a 'stepping stone' to further study for groups under-represented in HE.
Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class students will be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the main theoretical and policy perspectives relating to crime, deviance and some aspects of education
· Contribute to informed debate in relation to issues surrounding crime, deviance and education.
· Interpret sociological data from graphs and charts.
· Critically evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the evidence base in the areas covered by the course.
	
	


Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
· Definitions of crime and deviance.

· Sociological explanations of crime and deviance including functionalist; interactionist; conflict and control theories.

· Patterns of crime in the UK including crime statistics.

· Victims and perpetrators of crime.

· Youth, white collar and corporate crime.

· Police, prisons and punishment. A question of justice.

· Crime in a global world, cybercrime. 

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

Class meetings take the form of lecture presentations, group discussion and practical exercises
Assessment
The class will be assessed by continuous assessment, based on four pieces of coursework.

· Students will produce a piece of written work of between 1500-2000 words on an essay topic set by the class tutor. (70%) 

· Produce a short written answer of 500 - 750 words on a written topic set by the tutor. (10%)

· Produce a short written answer of 500 - 750 words on a written topic set by the tutor. (10%)

· Produce a short written answer of 500 - 750 words on a written topic set by the tutor. (10%)
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