Centre for Lifelong Learning
INTRODUCTION TO SOCIOLOGY
Class Code: OS198


Level: 10 University of Strathclyde credit points
Rationale

Sociology is a subject which holds much fascination, particularly with adult learners as it attempts to explain human behavior in society.  This class aims to introduce the ‘basics’ of sociological theory to provide a grounding in the subject.  Theories will be presented in the context of topics of relevance to culture and society today such as inequality in Britain, the media, social class, and party politics.   

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class students will be able to:

·  Apply key sociological concepts to the study of inequality, stratification and social mobility
· Discuss some key identified issues on equality, society, social class and politics

· Analyse basic sociological data from statistics and charts

· Analyse and evaluate simple sociological evidence

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· An introduction to Sociology. Comparisons with other social sciences.
· Inequailty in British society. Interpreting data on wealth distribution.

· Social stratification and social class. Analysis of the class system in Britain.

· Social mobility.  How mobile are people in Britain?

· Gender and class. Is Britain a patriarchal society?

· Poverty and the welfare state. Can poverty be eradicated in Britain?

· The media.  Are we manipulated by the mass media? What is cultural hegemony?

· The Arab Israeli conflict as presented by the media.  Glasgow Media Group Studies.

· Voting behavior. Explanations of voting patterns in Britain.

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

Class meetings take the form of lecture presentations, group discussion and practical exercises
Assessment
The class will be assessed by continuous assessment, based on three pieces of coursework.

· Students will produce a piece of written work of between 1500-2000 words on an essay topic set by the class tutor. (70%) 

· A multiple choice test demonstrating the ability to analyse and interpret data. (20%) 

· Submission of a learning journal which will comprise of a weekly entry which shows reflection on learning and how practice may be influenced/altered as a result.  The journal will be used as a peer learning tool throughout through peer review. (10%)
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