Centre for Lifelong Learning
PHILOSOPHY FOR BEGINNERS
Class Code: OS623

Level: 10 University of Strathclyde credit points
Rationale

Philosophy for Beginners is part of the Humanities and Social Sciences Pathway within the Open Studies Certificate.  It sits alongside other Open studies classes such as Forensic Psychology for Beginners (OS625) and Sociology for Beginners (OS198). It will allow students to gain an Open Studies Certificate in Humanities.  Feedback from students has shown a demand for more accredited classes in the subject areas of sociology, philosophy and psychology. Philosophy has always proved to be a popular topic of interest for adult returners to education. 

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class students will be able to:

· Explain the importance of Philosophy as a human cultural activity

· Recognise the importance of different points of view in philosophical disputation

· Demonstrate an understanding of philosophical arguments relating to significant philosophical issues using appropriate vocabulary

· Differentiate between knowledge and belief
Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
· How do I know that I know?

· How do I know what is real?

· In what ways am I ‘free’?

· What does ‘equality’ mean?

· How can we care for each other?

Lecturer exposition will make reference to classical problems in philosophy such as epistemology (questions about knowledge) and metaphysics (questions about reality), the philosophy of religion (arguments about the existence of God) and ethics (issues of right and wrong).  Class meetings will typically be organised around a particular philosophical problem or theme or particular philosophical responses to that problem or theme. Philosophers referred to may include Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Descartes, Locke and Hume.  

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

Class meetings take the form of lecture presentations, group discussion and practical exercises.
Assessment
The class will be assessed by continuous assessment, based on three pieces of coursework.

A. A written assignment of approximately 800 words to be completed mid-way through the class.  (25%)
B. A short answer test on the definition of key terms and theories (10%) 

C. A written assignment of 1000 words (65%)
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