Centre for Lifelong Learning
OPEN STUDIES CERTIFICATE IN PSYCHOLOGY 
Class Code: OS003

Level: 30 University of Strathclyde credit points
Rationale

Psychology is a popular area of study for adult learners and both the non-accredited and existing Open Studies classes in this area recruit well. CLL has identified an opportunity to access undergraduate electives across HaSS where there is capacity to offer adult learners the chance to learn alongside undergraduate students and gain credit for this, resulting in a named Open Studies Certificate in the area of study, in this instance Psychology. 
Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class students will:

· Gain a basic understanding of the breadth of study in psychology

· Begin to understand the importance of taking a critical approach to research findings on a topic

· Understand the need to read around a piece of evidence, seeking alternative explanations of the significance of psychological phenomena.

· Appreciate the usefulness of presenting balanced arguments on a range of psychological research questions.

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
Psychology 1A 

Conceptual and Historical Issues in Psychology: Dr Allan McGroarty 
The historical origins of psychology in philosophy and the scientific revolution of the 17th century. The philosophy of Descartes. The emergence of the scientific method and its impact on early psychological thinking. First attempts to establish psychology as an independent discipline. The impact of physiology. Introspectionism versus behaviourism and the rise of psychology as “the science of behaviour”. 

Psychology of Learning: Dr Steve Kelly 
Classical conditioning - Pavlov. General principles. The application of Pavlovian principles. Operant conditioning - Skinner's Radical Behaviourism. Schedules of reinforcement. Discriminative stimuli. Applications of operant conditioning. Constraints on operant conditioning. Usefulness and limitations of all models of conditioning as accounts of human behaviour and cognition. 

Personality: Dr Allan McGroarty 
What is personality psychology? Personality as a psychological concept. Links with physical, biological characteristics of the person. Theories of personality – psychodynamic, humanistic, types and traits, social-cognitive. Evaluation and scientific usefulness of personality theories. 

Biological Psychology: Dr Marc Obonsawin 
Hearts, brains and minds. Evidence that the brain is the organ of behaviour. Genes and the environment. How the brain works: neurons and neurotransmitters. 

Sensation and Perception: Dr Kellyanne Findlay 
This module will introduce students to concepts in sensory systems and processes and concepts in perception. 

Psychological Disorders: Dr Stephen Butler 
This module will introduce students to psychological disorders, including the symptoms of disorders such as mood disorders and schizophrenia, and theory relating to how they may develop.


Psychology 1B

Developmental Psychology: Dr Allan McGroarty 
Classic theories of cognitive development. Piaget’s and Vygotsky’s contributions. Social and emotional development of children. Attachment theory. Development of moral reasoning. Development in adolescence and adulthood. Research methodologies used to test young infants and children
.
Cognitive Psychology: Dr Steve Kelly 
Short and long term memory, schema theory, forgetting and mnemonic strategies, what is language, language acquisition, 2nd language learning, do animals have language. Thinking, including the concepts of problem solving, reasoning and decision making.

Social Psychology: Dr Diane Dixon 
Impression formation/person perception (featuring Asch’s configural model, Biases in impression formation, the Social cognition approach, schemas and stereotypes), Attribution (featuring Early theories of attribution, Attribution biases, Intergroup attribution, Culture and attribution, and Applications of attribution theory), Group behaviour (featuring Obedience, Conformity and Social identity), and Interpersonal Attraction (featuring Social factors and Evolutionary perspectives).

Research Methods and Statistics: Dr Stephen Butler 
These lectures will cover the basics of research methods and statistics. This will include the different types of variables, and measurement scales, that are available to us when designing an experiment and which influence the statistical test we use for analysing our data. We will also look at issues of reliability and validity of the measures we choose, and the use of graphs for displaying our data in an easy to understand format.

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

Class meetings take the form of lecture presentations.  

Assessment
The class will be assessed by continuous assessment, based on the following pieces of work.

A. 1200 word essay based on topics from Psychology 1A (C8105). (20%)

B. Class test. (25%) 

C. 1200 word essay based on topics from Psychology 1B (C8106). (20%)

D. Class test. (25%)

E. Research Participation as outlined for Psychology 1A/B C8105/6) (10%) 
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