Centre for Lifelong Learning
HOW TO LOOK AT MODERN ART 
Class Code: OS613
Level: 10 University of Strathclyde credit points
Rationale

This class is one in a series of classes studying Art History and aims to build on the foundations laid in How to Look at Art (OS613). Through a chronological survey from Cubism to Abstract Expressionism, students will be guided through the 'isms' that are classed as Modern Art. By focusing on historical context, students will be shown that much, which seems meaningless within modern works of art can, in fact be subject to intellectual analysis and aesthetic judgement. This class replaces the class Introduction to Modern Art (OS304) offered in previous programmes.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class students will be able to:

· Identify and describe examples of the various 'isms' that characterise modern art.

· Explain the significance the cultural and technological influences on the art of the twentieth century.

· Identify similarities and differences between two works of twentieth century art.

· Explore their personal response to works of modern art using appropriate vocabulary.

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
· French Modern life painting

· Impressionism

· Cubism

· Futurism

· Dada

Mode of delivery / Methods of Presentation

Class meetings will take the form of illustrated lectures forming part of a chronological survey spanning the period 1900-1960s. Participants will be made aware of the co-existence of differing styles during the period covered by the class, and will be encouraged to engage in debate and challenge received opinion.
Assessment
There are three elements to the assessment:

A. A visual interpretation essay (25%) 
B. A short answer test on the definition of key terms (10%) 

C. A written assignment of 1,000 words (65%)  
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