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Rationale

This class is intended to be complimentary to the class Psychology for Beginners, which concentrates on the Psychology of Personality.  No previous knowledge of the discipline is required, although students who have already taken an introductory course in Psychology should find that their knowledge and experience will be developed in this broad ranging introduction to the field of Forensic Psychology.

Learning Outcomes

By the end of the course students should be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the concept of criminal profiling

· Make connections between personality disorders and delinquent behaviours

· List the likely causes of false confessions

· Analyse the case for a biological explanation of offending
· Select and compare 2 competing theories of forensic psychology
Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
· Criminal Profiling 

· Dangerous Personality Disorders

· Juvenile Delinquency

· Interrogations and false confessions

· Biological explanations of offending

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

Classes will be delivered via a combination of lectures, demonstrations, group discussions and practical activities. A range of videos, OHP slides and photocopied handouts will be used as stimuli for class activities. Students will also be provided with handouts to aid the development of appropriate skills. A flexible framework will facilitate efforts to link class discussion and required reading outside class meetings to the particular interests of the class group. This student centred approach places this class and others in the Open Studies Certificate programme within the liberal adult educational tradition.

Assessment

The class will be assessed by continuous assessment, based on three pieces of coursework.

A. Student journal containing reflective analysis of the work carried out at each class meeting  
B. A short answer test on the definition of key terms and theories (30%) 

C. A piece of directed writing (1,000 words) relating to an applied or theoretical aspect of Forensic Psychology addressed during the course (70%)
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