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Rationale

This class is one of a series of classes on writing skills. It is an advanced level class which will increase knowledge of and confidence in writing and writing processes. This class assumes that the student is comfortable enough with the writing process to produce regular writing assignments which will be shared with the class, that the student is able to read out their own work, and that the student is confident in sharing constructive criticism of other people's writing in a classroom setting. This class will be more demanding and self-motivated than the introductory creative writing classes, Creative Writing for Beginners (OS616) and Taking your Creative Writing Further 1 (OS617) and depends heavily on student participation. Each student will have writing 'buddies' who provide focused discussion and written comments on their work thereby increasing peer support and access to critical analysis.  The tutor will provide critical feedback, inspiration, discipline, information about writing techniques and processes, as well as attentive critical comments on the assignments handed in. Students will learn about writing by undertaking writing practices and through the 'workshopping' of students' writing. This class replaces Creative Writing 3 (OS459) offered in previous programmes and forms the first 10 weeks of the class Inspiration and Realism: creative writing for writers.

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the class, students will be able to:

· write independently

· engage with the writing and editing process, including self-editing 

· speak about the issues that are raised as a result of the student’s own work

· give pertinent and constructive feedback  to other class members

· set self-defined goals and meet these goals

· have a higher confidence in public speaking and performance

· seek out a long term network of writers to support the need to commit to writing

Class Outline    

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· Exercises to extend competence in different writing techniques.

· Analysis of linguistic styles

· Conveying meaning explicitly and implicitly 
· Literature studies


Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

This course will be defined by the students who attend.  All of the readings discussed in class will come from the students and the tutor.  The class will discuss participants' writing and, through this means, the class will learn about and improve their own writing skills. The class will undertake writing practices within the classroom setting. “Inspiration” classes will provide students with material for longer assignments.  There will be a one-to-one meeting between each student and the tutor around week at the halfway point to allow for individual, private feedback. Students will have the ability to influence and guide discussions. 

Assessment

There are four elements to the assessment:

Assessment A:
.     one assignment of 1500 words on a topic negotiated with the tutor (30%)

Assessment B:
      one piece of writing of approx. 2000 words (70%)

Assessment C:
      A Reflective Logbook of the work carried out during class meetings 
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