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Level: 10 credit points 
Rationale

Creative and Applied Writing provision forms a significant part of Open Studies and continues to be a popular choice with students.  It allows adults from a range of backgrounds to be introduced to a variety of literary forms and to express their own 'voice' through writing.  The aim of this class is increase knowledge and confidence to poetic forms. The ongoing success of the Open Studies Applied Writing programme is evidence that there is a demand for both adult learners and students of the university (as elective or for personal credit) to study applied writing on a part-time basis.
Learning Outcomes
On completion of the class students will be able to:

· To advance student understanding of the formal properties of poetry and poetry 'movements'.

· To close read poetry from various 'periods', putting them in context. These poems will be more complex than those of the previous class.

· To take part in workshops on set theories of poetry and 'poetics'.

· To write a minimum of 4 poems, two of which would be in a recognised poetic form and two in free verse.

· To discuss the benefits (or otherwise) of the different poetry 'gigs'.

· To perform at least once at an event and write a short reflective commentary on that performance or to write two short evaluations of performances by others. (This should involve comment on use of mic and/or other electronic media onstage.)

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
· Review formal poetry from Read, Write and Perform Poetry 1. Introduce the Sonnet form.

· Exposition, discussion and the form and content of 'different' sonnet styles. Workshop on writing sonnets.

· Reviewing sonnets of student group, Romanticism and Editing.

· Discussion on the difficulties of writing.  Introduce smaller formal poetry structures. Use ecological film and reading material as stimulus.

· Discuss Ecopoetry movement.

· Questions on distributed poem and discussion on networking opportunities.

· Slam poetry movement and exposition on slam.

· Discussion after attending poetry performance evening. Sestinas and exposition on formal properties.

· Workshop on using mic stand and mic.  Exposition of performance styles.

· Submission of 500 word reflective piece and students perform poems in class.  

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class will be based on creation, and discussion, of poetry writing exercises and assignments.  A variety of approaches will be used in class including lecture/seminars, group discussion and practical activities. Extracts from works by various established writers will be chosen to illustrate various techniques and styles of poetry writing for discussion in class.

Assessment

There are three elements to the assessment:

A. Answering set questions analysing a poem. (25%)

B. Write a minimum of four poems (two in a recognised poetic form and two in free verse) reflecting on the different styles of poetry covered in class. (50%)

C. Write a short reflective piece of 500 words (+/-) on a performance. (Personal performance or observed)  (25%)
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Recommended Reading

Mary Oliver (1992) A Poetry Handbook

Stephen Fry (2005) The Ode less Travelled
