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READ WRITE AND PERFORM POETRY 1
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Level: 10 credit points 
Rationale

Creative and Applied Writing provision forms a significant part of Open Studies and continues to be a popular choice with students.  It allows adults from a range of backgrounds to be introduced to a variety of literary forms and to express their own 'voice' through writing.  The aim of this class is increase knowledge and confidence to poetic forms. The ongoing success of the Open Studies Applied Writing programme is evidence that there is a demand for both adult learners and students of the university (as elective or for personal credit) to study applied writing on a part-time basis.
Learning Outcomes
On completion of the class students will be able to:

· To develop a clear understanding of aspects of formal poetry, e.g. structure, rhythm, rhyme and genre.

· To close read poetry from various 'periods', putting them in context.

· To participate in idea generation exercises for poetry writing

· To write a minimum of four poems, two of which would be in a recognised poetic form and two in free verse.

· To learn about the networking opportunities for performance poetry across Scotland.

	· To perform at least once at an event and write a short reflective commentary on that performance or to write two short evaluations of performances by others.



	


Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
· Introduction. What is poetry? Short poem format: Haiku. Limericks.

· Exposition, discussion on rhyme and rhythm.  Ballad format and listening to poets reading ballad poems.

· Reviewing ballads on the student group.  Introduction to different ballad forms and editing.

· Group discussion on poems, Introduce basics and formal metre and performance skills.

· Researched poems: haiku and limericks.  Exposition of free verse and villanelle.

· Review elements of formal poems.  Perform in class or evaluate performance.

· Class assessment: questions on poem.

· Group discussion after attending poetry performance evening.  Introduce two final forms: Cinquain and acrostic.

· Submit 500 words reflective piece. 

· Student poetry performance.

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class will be based on creation, and discussion, of poetry writing exercises and assignments.  A variety of approaches will be used in class including lecture/seminars, group discussion and practical activities. Extracts from works by various established writers will be chosen to illustrate various techniques and styles of poetry writing for discussion in class.

Assessment

There are three elements to the assessment:

A. Answering set questions analysing a poem. (25%)

B. Write a minimum of four poems (two in a recognised poetic form and two in free verse) reflecting on the different styles of poetry covered in class. (50%)
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Write a short reflective piece of 500 words (+/-) on a performance. (Personal performance or observed)  (25%)
Recommended Reading

Mary Oliver (1992) A Poetry Handbook

