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This is an advanced class in Creative Writing. It is anticipated that participants will have completed other Creative Writing classes from within the Open Studies Catalogue or elsewhere. Participants are expected to have been writing on their own and to be competent in writing. During the class, students will be expected to make real progress on their novels, and to be confident enough in their writing process to start and follow through on their ideas with conviction and with persistence.  Writing novels takes a different set of skills and requires far more stamina and self-belief than writing short fiction or poetry. Participants will either have started a novel or have an idea for a novel they want to begin. It is not expected that people will complete their novels in the short time period of the class. This is a demanding class, taught to a high level, and is intended to push students to push themselves in a supported and exciting environment.  

Learning Outcomes:

By the end of this class, the student should be able to:

· Demonstrate the acquisition of the skills, knowledge and commitment to write a novel
· Develop techniques to problem solve and to write through challenges in a novel
· Provide evidence of the ability to dedicate and manage time
· Explain the importance of characters, setting, dialogue, editing and story structure in novels 
· Demonstrate the ability to seek out necessary information and support
Class Outline

The course is student-centred and will be defined by the students.  Participants will work independently and in groups which within which they will share their works and comments. This will also enable the tutor to split the class according to different interests, kinds of novels, or stages or writing, depending on what the class requires.  
Each student will get individual comments for each segment of writing handed in.  Individual guidance will be given in writing, through email.  The tutor will encourage questions and discussion of points through forum posts.  
Mode of Delivery/Methods of Presentation

The class is an intensive online class which runs for 10 consecutive weeks to which critical feedback is essential.  You will be put into groups of 3-5 and will read and give feedback in your groups writing in an open forum.  Participants will be expected to write and talk about how they are finding the process of writing and bring to the fore any achievement or problems being experienced.
Assessment
Assessment will be by submission of a portfolio of writing submitted to the Tutor as the class progresses: 1500 words between each meeting and 1500-3000 words for the second and third meetings.  The setting of short, mid-term and long term goals will also be an informal part of the assessment as realistic goal setting is crucial to successful novel writing.  There will also be focused writing practices in the class to help students explore techniques, themes and images in their novels.  
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Other texts and excerpts on writing and writing novels as each tutor feels is appropriate.  
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