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Rationale

Inferno is for intermediate and advanced writers who are starting out or are already working on longer fiction or creative non-fiction projects and who want to engage in feedback in a supportive and motivating online workshop environment with a tutor and other writers. It will ground students in the craft and discipline of writing a book-length work and give access to inspiring and informative resources about writing and the writing process. At set points throughout the course, students will post their work for peer and tutor feedback. This will be done in groups so that the amount of reading and feedback required is never overwhelming. 
During the course students can upload/post a maximum of 7900 words for feedback from the tutor and other students. This writing will be split between four assessed assignments: a short synopsis or outline of the project (400 words) and three extracts from it of 1500–3000 words each. There will be online forums for class discussion on set themes and two Zoom-based live chats for ‘real time’ contact with the tutor and other students. The course is an ideal progression for students who have taken Kindling, Feeding the Flame and/or Ablaze, though completion of those courses is not necessary for participation in Inferno – it can be taken by anyone who wants to work on or develop a longer writing project. For those who have completed other Blaze courses, it should be noted that while there is regular engagement with the tutor and other students via online discussion forums and live chats, Inferno diverts from those courses’ structure of weekly writing exercises – instead the four assignments will be submitted at regular intervals throughout the ten weeks and all assignments are assessed. The course is mainly geared towards those who are interested in writing long-form fiction, though it will be relevant to those who are interested in writing thematically linked pieces and long-form non-fiction.   
Learning Outcomes

By the end of this class, students should be able to:

· Demonstrate the acquisition of the skills, knowledge and commitment to write a novel
· Have developed an awareness of their own process for writing a long-form work 
· Dedicate time to writing and manage that time effectively
· Understand the importance of characters, setting, dialogue, editing and story structure in novels 
Class Outline

Students will work independently and in groups within which they will share their works and comments. Each student will receive tutor and peer feedback on their submissions and there will be regular discussions on novel-writing themes. Additional learning materials will be available throughout the course and these will contain non-compulsory writing exercises designed to help students in developing their writing practice. Completion of a project is not necessary within the period of the course: the intention is to write a significant portion of it – or to present a significant portion of writing from a work already in progress - and to receive feedback on it, establishing a pathway towards full completion of a finished manuscript.
Mode of Delivery

The class is delivered via Myplace, the University's virtual learning environment. This is a user-friendly internet-based platform and the class is designed as an immersive learning experience where students can interact with each other if they choose. 
Assessment
There are four elements to the assessment:

A. One synopsis or story outline of 400 words (20%)
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One extract of writing of 1500 words (20%)
C. One extract of writing of 3000 words (30%)
D. One extract of writing of 3000 words (30%)

Recommended Reading 

Natalie Goldberg, Writing Down the Bones
David Lodge, The Art of Fiction
Stephen King, On Writing 
John Mullan, How Novels Work
