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CREATIVE WRITING FOR BEGINNERS 
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Level: 10 University of Strathclyde credit points
Rationale

Creative Writing for Beginners (OS616) is an introductory-level class in which participants will learn about writing techniques, the stages of the writing process, and routes by which creativity is both released and crafted.  The criteria of good writing and the effective use of sentence structure, imagery, language etc. will be studied, and participants will be introduced to a variety of literary forms through the work of established writers looking carefully at their work and discussing how they achieved specific effects.  Participants will also be encouraged to find their own 'voice' through a variety of structured exercises inspired by examples from established writers in a 'workshop' atmosphere. This class is suitable for complete beginners and replaces Creative Writing 1 (OS453) offered in previous programmes.
Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the class, students will be able to:

· demonstrate the ability to use different writing techniques in ways which are appropriate to the subject and the audience

· analyse their own writing and the writing of others
· recognise and discuss various writing techniques with reference to a variety of works by published authors.

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
· Introductions and structure

· Language use

· Plot development

· Narrative voice

· Dialogue methods and characterization

· Literature studies
Mode of delivery / Methods of Presentation 

The class will be based on creation, and discussion, of writing exercises and assignments.  A variety of approaches will be used in class including lecture/seminars, group discussion and practical activities (e. writing exercises and editing skills). Where the class is held off-campus (e.g. at Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum, objects and exhibits within the venue will also be used to stimulate creative through). There will normally be 5-10 minute writing exercises in class each week. There will also be exercises to explore ways in which various aspects of language can be used and adapted according to context (e.g. vocabulary, syntax, sound and rhythm of words).Extracts from works by various established writers will be chosen to illustrate various techniques and styles of writing for discussion in class.

Assessment
There are three elements to the assessment:

A. The submission of a reflective Logbook detailing the student’s contribution to class activities 
B. A written assignment of 800 words to be submitted in week 5 (35%) 

C. A written assignment of 1,200 words (65%)  
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