Centre for Lifelong Learning
ABLAZE: FEEDING THE FLAME 2 (TAKING YOUR CREATIVE WRITING FURTHER 3 ONLINE) 
Class Code: OS673

Level: 10 University of Strathclyde credit points
Rationale

Ablaze is for intermediate and advanced writers who want to give and receive feedback in a supportive and motivating environment. It builds on skills learned in Kindling (for beginners) and Feeding the Flame (for intermediate and advanced writers) and is intended to encourage students’ creativity while further developing their skills, using the format of weekly learning themes with associated writing exercises, building towards the completion of two longer pieces for assessment. All assignments will be posted on online forums for peer feedback and from the tutor. During the course students can upload/post a maximum of 6000 words and all writing posted during the course should be new writing. The course is mainly geared towards those who are writing fiction, though would also be relevant to writers of non-fiction. This class will be more demanding than Kindling and Feeding the Flame, though it shares those courses’ format of weekly learning themes and associated writing exercises.
Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the class, students will be able to:
· write independently

· engage with their own writing and be able to speak about any issues that are raised

· give pertinent and constructive feedback to other class members 

· set self-defined goals and meet these goals

· be able to self-edit their own work to a high standard

· consider submission of their writing for publication

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· Exercises to extend competence in different writing techniques.

· Developing writing style and authorial voice
· Using influences and research
· The principles of developing pieces through redrafting 
· Routes towards publication
Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class is delivered via Myplace, the University's virtual learning environment. This is a user-friendly internet-based platform and the class is designed as an immersive learning experience where students can interact with each other if they choose. 
The class will be based on learning materials applicable to the themes listed in the above outline. The materials will contain tutor guidance with additional extracts from published writers where appropriate. Learning materials will be accompanied by short writing exercises to explore these themes in practice. Assessed assignments will be an opportunity to bring these learning themes together within the scope of longer pieces. Tutor feedback will be given on all exercises and assignment, with additional guidance and discussion within the online forums and the two live chats conducted on Zoom.  
Assessment

There are three elements to the assessment:
A. One piece of writing of 2000 words or two pieces 500 words (30%)

B. One piece of writing of 3000 words or two pieces of 1000 words (70%)

C. Submission of a Reflective Logbook detailing the student’s engagement with class activities 
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Recommended reading
Natalie Goldberg, Writing Down the Bones
Stephen King, On Writing 
David Lodge, The Art of Fiction

