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Rationale

Technology plays an increasingly important role in genealogical research. As more resources become available online, researchers cannot only access resources as individuals but can engage with others across the globe. This class aims to combine both practical and theoretical skills to enable students to research their ancestry further. The emphasis throughout will be on the practical application of computers to aid family historians and genealogists in their task. It will use research methods and information technology to develop student’s analytical skills and to increase their understanding of the internet.  Students wishing to undertake the course should be aware of basic genealogical research techniques and be familiar with using with using the Internet and basic file management. 

Successful completion of Family History Research: an Introduction, Using Technology in Family History Research, and/or Family History Research: Beyond the Basics may be accepted as evidence of suitability to apply for a place on the Postgraduate Certificate in Genealogical Studies. 

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the class students should be able to:

· Appreciate the importance of the internet for genealogical research

· Use available software to organise and catalogue family tree research

· Compare the effectiveness of at least two commercial family history software packages

· Demonstrate the use of the internet to search UK and worldwide resources for people, historical maps photographs and other background material.

· Contact researchers with similar interests using email and/or other social media
· Subscribe to appropriate electronic newsletters

· Manipulate digital images

· Use software to enhance and inform family history research.
· Demonstrate an awareness of a variety of new and emerging technologies.

Class Outline

The major areas covered are given below. This does not necessarily represent the order in which the topics are addressed or that each will receive equal time weighting

· General IT skills – folder structure, copy-and-paste, and saving work to USB sticks.

· Organising family history research using commercial software, such as Family Tree Maker

· Using online resources including government, academic and commercial websites

· Organising a search strategy and using appropriate search tools

· Obtaining online archival information e.g. newspapers and national/local archives

· Using scanners to copy and enhance photographic and digital material

· Using e-mail or social media to contact other researchers 

· Finding and subscribing to appropriate electronic newsletters

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class will be delivered via practical sessions in the Centre for Lifelong Learning’s IT suite equipped with suitable workstations and loaded with the appropriate software. Each session will involve a tutor-led demonstration. The experiential nature of the class means that the tutor will provide specially prepared handouts for each topic. Throughout the class, the tutor will outline and reinforce appropriate technical and legal considerations relating to the use of IT in various contexts. 
Assessment

There will be three pieces of coursework, all must be submitted to gain a satisfactory result:.

A. An appropriately referenced .gedcom file of 4-generations; a minimum of (30% of the assessment effort)
B. A narrative family history of the 4 generations studied of 1500 words (+/- 10%), fully referenced and including referenced photographic and historical material.
 This should also include a 4 generation family tree in pedigree format; and a Family Group Sheet for the primary individual.                              (70%) 
C. A Learning Log to be completed throughout attendance at the class and submitted in the penultimate week. This provides an opportunity for students to reflect on their own learning and development during and after the class.





















Students are given a Feedback Form which outlines the various aspects of the marking (attached). 

Required Reading
Paton, Chris (2011) Tracing your Family History on the Internet. Barnsley: Pen and Sword Books

Recommended Reading 

Christian, Peter (2012) The Genealogist’s Internet, 5th revised ed. London: A&C Black Business
Holton, Graham and Jack Winch (2009) Discover Your Scottish Ancestry. Edinburgh : Edinburgh University Press. 

Additionally, students will be guided to a wide selection of on-line training and guidance materials.
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