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Rationale

Family History research has become a contemporary cultural phenomenon. In response to this growing interest, the Centre for Lifelong Learning has designed a suite of genealogy-related learning opportunities.  Introduction to Heraldry is one of a series of classes covering ancestry and family history and is part of the Genealogical Studies Pathway of the Open Studies Certificate. The class aims to impart a working knowledge of the science of the art of heraldry, and to teach the skills required to petition for arms.

Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the class, students will be able to:

· Read and compose blazons

· Compose arms from a blazon

· Find, recognise and be able to discuss personal, public, civic and corporate arms

· Understand the history of heraldry and armoury

· Understand national differences in heraldic practice, find heraldic authorities and sources

· Research and present a petition for arms

Class Outline

The following presents an overview of the major areas to be covered. The list does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· Introduction to Heraldry

· The complete armorial achievement

· Blazoning in detail
· Common charges, with attitudes and attributes
· Ornaments and additaments

· Inheritance and marshalling of arms

· Heraldic authorities and sources

· Public, civic and corporate heraldry
Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

Classes will be delivered via a combination of lectures, demonstrations, group discussions and practical activities. A flexible framework will facilitate efforts to link class discussion and required reading and study outside class meetings. Problems in family history research will be illustrated by case studies and students will be encouraged to raise individual problems in class discussions. Additionally, there are in-class formative exercises which are either collaborative (in pairs) or swap-marked.

Assessment

There will be three pieces of coursework, all of which must be submitted to gain a satisfactory result:
A. Accurately blazon an illustrated heraldic achievement demonstrating the process covered during the class. (20%)
B. A study (guided or self-directed) in a specific heraldic subject chosen in consultation with the tutor (2000-2500 words) (e.g. construction of a petition, history of changes of heraldry in a clan, family or surname). (70%)

C. A learning journal which will comprise of a weekly entry which show reflection on own learning and how own practice may be influenced/altered as a result. The journal will also be used as a learning tool throughout peer review. (10%)
Students will be given a Feedback Form which outlines the various aspects of the marking. 

Recommended Text
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