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Rationale

Family History Research: Beyond The Basics is one of a series of classes run by the Centre for Lifelong Learning covering family history, genealogy and related subjects and is part of the Genealogical Studies Pathway of the Open Studies Certificate. The course follows on from Family History Research: An Introduction and will cover additional sources and techniques. Most family historians are comfortable with the basic birth, marriage, death and census information available for Scotland and England (covered in OS626) but are unfamiliar with other types of records and sources. Successful completion of Family History Research: an Introduction, Using Technology in Family History Research, and/or Family History Research: Beyond the Basics may be accepted as evidence of suitability to apply for a place on the Postgraduate Certificate in Genealogical Studies. 
Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of the class students will be able to:
·  Identify and use advanced archive, print and online sources

·  Solve genealogical problems using advanced sources

·  Explain and discriminate between different genealogical research methods

·  Prepare more complex records on paper and on screen

·  Recognise the importance of peer review in strengthening learning
Class Outline

The major areas covered are given below. This does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addresses nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each.

· The Basics (Reprise) and Brick Walls

·    Advanced Scottish records, such as inheritance and tax records

· Death Records and Graveyards

· Military, Migration and Occupational Records

· Introduction to palaeography and heraldry
· Working with different research methods
· Introduction to Genetic DNA and Genealogy
Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

Classes will be delivered via a combination of lectures, demonstrations, group discussions and practical activities. A flexible framework will facilitate efforts to link class discussion and required reading and study outside class meetings. There will be a guided visit to a library or archive, during which students work in pairs or small groups. Additionally, there are informal formative exercises relating to individual student interest. An aim of the class is to offer the opportunity for students to work collaboratively to gain a broader understanding of genealogical approaches.
Assessment

There will be two pieces of coursework, both must be submitted to gain a satisfactory result:
A. Produce a 2500 word piece (+/- 10%) of written work which solves a genealogical problem. This should include a justification of the research methods selected.
(100%) 

B. A Learning Log to be completed throughout attendance at the class and submitted in the penultimate week. This provides an opportunity for students to reflect on their own learning and development during and after the class.









Students will be given a Feedback Form which outlines the various aspects of the marking (attached). 
Required Reading

Durie, Bruce (2012) Scottish Genealogy. 3rd rev. ed. Edinburgh: The History Press.

Recommended reading
National Archives of Scotland (2011) Tracing your Scottish ancestors: the official guide. 6th ed. Edinburgh: Birlinn.

Sinclair, Cecil (1996), Tracing Scottish Local History: A Guide to Local History Research in the Scottish Record

Office. Edinburgh: Mercat Press

