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Rationale

This is the fourth in a series of watercolour painting classes offered within the Applied Arts Pathway of the Open Studies Certificate Programme. It complements class Taking Watercolours Further 3 (OS650). The central aim of the class is to develop and extend the student’s skills by setting a programme of challenging objects in watercolour with the primary aim of further developing personal techniques and extending the range of materials used in painting, including mixed media, pen and collage. Different subjects will be tackled to allow opportunity to explore different moods and problems. The class allows the student to choose a personal theme for further development. Paired peer assessment will be an important element as it will give participants the opportunity to explain and discuss the processes involved in the creation of their work, and thus develop self-assessment and independent learning skills. This aims to encourage deep rather than surface learning and improve sustainability. Students will be encouraged to reflect on, and explore, the theme using as many different types of watercolour technique as possible. This class replaces Watercolour Painting 5 offered in previous programmes.
Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class, participants will be able to: 

· Demonstrate competence in the use of mixed media in watercolours in a variety of subject matter

· Show confident technique through sustained painting projects

· Plan a creative approach to improving personal technique through keeping a reflective diary

· Reflect on their own strengths and weakness in the use of watercolour

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· Experimenting with different media. 

· Loosening up

· Creating an individual approach

· Using personal sketches of different subject matter for creativity

· Individual and paired tutorials to encourage personal development through discussion, reflection and evaluation of own work

· More advanced painting methods

· Peer assessment appropriate to an advanced class








Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class will be delivered through practical sessions which will involve a tutor-led brief and/or demonstration where appropriate. Exercises and studies introduced in class will be closely supervised and guided by the tutor. Efforts will be made by the tutor to link exercises undertaken in class and suggested as work outside the contact time, to particular interests of the class group and where possible, individual students. Students will be responsible for the purchase of their own materials and a list of materials suggested by the tutor will be supplied to students.

Assessment

There are two elements to the assessment:

A. 4 separate paintings demonstrating confidence in the use of a wide range of watercolour techniques and materials (one of these will be formally assessed by the painting “buddy”)                           (100%)
B. The submission of a 500 word (+/- 10%) reflective Logbook detailing the student’s experiences during the class and their participation in class activities.
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