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TAKING WATERCOLOURS FURTHER 2  

Class Code: OS649

Credits: 10

Rationale

This is the second in a series of Watercolour Painting courses within the Applied Arts pathway of the Open Studies Certificate programme. The class aims to build on the techniques mastered in the previous course Taking Watercolours Further 1 (OS286) and to provide students with the opportunity to specialise in a particular subject and so begin to think about developing an individual style. In order to assist this, paired peer assessment will give participants the opportunity to explain and discuss the processes involved in the creation of their work, and thus develop self-assessment and independent learning skills. The class will introduce students to portraiture, the human figure and animals as subjects in watercolour. Using this subject matter, the student will develop more fluid and technically proficient watercolour techniques on an individual basis. It is expected that students will have experience in watercolour painting techniques and have completed Taking Watercolours Further 1 or equivalent. This class replaces Watercolour Painting 3 (OS425) in previous programmes.

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class, participants will be able to: 

· Use watercolour paint to competently render the human form

· Outline the problems attached to competently rendering a portrait

· Demonstrate use of some relevant watercolour techniques

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· The need for peer assessment in developing technique and style

· Introduction to colour for portraits





· Introduction to the human figure using watercolours




· Throughout the class, the work of various well-known artists will be used to encourage reflection on students’ work and to assist and stimulate discussion and reflection on technical problems and various techniques.

· Exploring a subject of the student’s choice using varying watercolour techniques

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class will be delivered through practical sessions which will involve a tutor-led brief and/or demonstration. Exercises and studies introduced in class will be closely supervised and guided by the tutor. Efforts will be made by the tutor to link exercises undertaken in class and suggested as work outside the contact time, to particular interests of the class group and where possible, individual students. Students will be responsible for the purchase of their own materials and a list of materials suggested by the tutor will be supplied to students.

Assessment

There are three elements to the assessment:

A. One watercolour portrait which recognises facial proportions                               (40%) 

B. One watercolour of the human figure which creates a sense of volume. This should use some simple advanced techniques (this painting will be discussed, commented on, and informally assessed by the group)                                                                                                              (40%)

C. A 500-word (+ or – 10%) analytical commentary on the difficulties encountered in the second assessment. Guidance will be given by tutorial staff.                                            (20%)
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