Centre for Lifelong Learning

TAKING ACRYLICS FURTHER 1
Class Code: OS643 (10 credit points)

Rationale
This class has been designed for those with some experience of acrylic painting techniques and builds on the foundations laid in Stages 1, 2 and 3 Drawing and Painting (OS401, 402 & 403). This is an important class in which acrylic techniques begin to be used in more advanced ways. Participants should have experience of two- and three- dimensional elements in drawing, techniques of composition, the proportions of the human figure and some familiarity with opaque materials and their qualities. Group peer assessment will give participants the opportunity to explain and discuss the processes involved in the creation of their work, and thus develop self-assessment and independent learning skills. This aims to encourage deep rather than surface learning and improve sustainability. This class replaces Stage 4 Drawing and Painting: Acrylic Painting Techniques (OS404) in previous programmes.
Learning Outcomes
On completion of the class, students will be able to: 

· Produce paintings from source materials, including sketches and personal photographs, using acrylics

· Edit source material in a variety of ways to produce aesthetically pleasing still life and land/cityscape paintings, using acrylics

· Recognise and discuss various painting techniques with reference to works by established artists whose paintings are considered in class

· Evaluate their own paintings and the paintings of others using appropriate vocabulary

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· How peer assessment works

· Exploring composition and mood

· Altering still life compositions by adding or subtracting elements

· Studies in colour

· Monochrome underpainting

· Editing source material 

· Manipulating colour glazes to change mood

· Throughout the class, the work of various well-known artists will be used to encourage reflection on students’ work and to assist and stimulate discussion and reflection on technical problems and various techniques.

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class will be delivered through practical sessions involving a tutor-led brief and/or demonstration. Exercises in class will be closely supervised and guided by the tutor. Some class exercises will be informally peer assessed. Students are responsible for the purchase of their own materials and a list of materials suggested by the tutor will be supplied at the first class meeting.

Assessment

There are three elements to the assessment, at least one of which must be in A2 size:
A. A still life painting which adds or subtracts an object in the display (30%)

B. A painting which demonstrates the ability to observe and render the subject matter reasonably accurately and to manipulate colour to create mood (30%)

C. A painting developed to completion in full colour (40%)
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