Centre for Lifelong Learning

Drawing & Painting Stage 2  [OS402]

[10 credit points]

Class Outline

This builds on the foundations laid in Drawing and Painting 1 [OS401].  This class aims to introduce students firstly to techniques used by artists to render the human form accurately (including use of tone, and contour).  Secondly, students will be introduced to opaque painting techniques.  The class will explain through practical activity the progressive steps towards making accurate, expressive and aesthetically-pleasing drawings and paintings.  The works of a number of established artists will also be considered.

Learning Outcomes:  on completion of the class you can expect to be able to:

· demonstrate a knowledge of the proportions of the human figure.

· demonstrate confidence in handling line and tone in relation to drawing of a life object (e.g. animals, plants and figures).

· demonstrate the ability to render a still life painting accurately in acrylic paints.

· express tone and colour in still life paintings using acrylic paints.

· demonstrate the ability to paint landscapes in acrylic paints.

Teaching Programme:  the following list presents an overview of the areas which will be covered during class meetings.  Exercises and studies in class using various media to further develop observational skills and skills in relation to opaque painting techniques will be on-going and closely supervised and guided by the tutor.  Works by Degas, Klimt, Schielé, Michelangelo, Nicola Hicks and Freud will be discussed to illustrate various techniques and approaches.  Presentation and mounting of work will be considered as the class progresses.

Part 1

Introduction to Structure & Proportion

-

Introduction to life drawing: overview of measuring

-

Introduction to techniques to convey form, balance and texture in drawing

-

Introduction to drawing portraits: proportions of the human head.

Part 2

Introduction to Painting in Acrylics

-

Introduction to opaque painting techniques: using acrylics.

-

Studies based on natural forms using acrylics. 

-

Exploring composition: using a viewfinder to create non-conventional compositions; introduction to 

using colour expressively.

-

Further development of composition: colour and paint quality.

Pre-requisites:  this is a class for students with some previous experience of drawing and painting. It is therefore expected that students will have already been introduced to two and three dimensional elements in drawing, basic colour theory, techniques of composition.

Duration:  2 hours per week for 20 weeks

Assessment:  this class is assessed entirely by coursework selected by you and submitted by the last class meeting. Half of the assessment effort will be represented by drawing: 4 drawings of subjects introduced in class.  The remaining half of the assessment effort will be represented by painting: not less than of 2 paintings using an opaque painting medium of different subjects introduced in class .         

Materials:  students are responsible for the purchase of their own materials. The tutor will advise on suitable artists' materials for this class at the first class meeting.  

Bibliography:  suggested Background Reading includes:
de Sausmarez, N

Basic Design, the Dynamics of Visual Form  (Van Nos. Rein)

Gallwey, K


An Introduction to Drawing Animals  (Apple, 1996)

Harrison, H


The Encyclopaedia of Acrylic Techniques  ( Headline Books)

_

Muybridge, E 


Animals in Motion (Dover Books)

Parramon, J


Painting Still Lifes in Oil (Watson -Guptill)

Pearsall, R


Introduction to Pastel and Acrylic (Brian Trodd)

Smith, R


An Introduction to Acrylics (Dorling Kindersley)

Smith, S & Wheeler, L 

Drawing and Painting the Figure (Phaidon)


Suggested background reading on the artists considered in class:
Lynton, N 

The Story of Modern Art  (Phaidon)
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Neret, G

Gustav Klimt  (Taschen)

Poeschke, J

Michelangelo and his World   (Abrams)

Wilson, S

Egon Schielé  (Phaidon)

