Centre for Lifelong Learning

Drawing & Painting Stage 1  [OS401]

[10 credit points]

Class Outline

This is the first in a series of drawing and painting classes and is suitable for complete beginners. The central aim of this class is to introduce students to aspects of studio practice in drawing and painting.  The class will explain through practical activity the progressive steps towards making accurate and pleasing freehand drawings and will provide a foundation in the use of watercolour materials and their specific qualities. This class provides the foundation for other more advanced 20 week Open Studies classes in drawing and painting.

Learning Outcomes:  on completion of the class you can expect to be able to:

•
demonstrate confidence in freehand drawing

•
demonstrate appropriate use of line, tone, form, and texture in still life drawing

•
demonstrate the ability to compose still life and landscape paintings proficiently

•
demonstrate the ability to use watercolour paints to interpret tone and colour in 


still life and landscape paintings.

Teaching Programme:  the following list presents an overview of the areas to be covered in class meetings.  Exercises and studies in class using various media to develop observational skills and techniques in relation to measurement and composition will be on-going and closely supervised and guided by the tutor.

Part 1

Introduction to Drawing

-
Introduction to two and three dimensional elements in drawing: line and tone; developing 
observational skills

-
Introduction to still life drawing: proportion and perspective; techniques of composition; 
exploring tone and texture

-
Introduction to variety of techniques and media: charcoal, scraffitto and conté.

-
Mixed media drawing.

Part 2

Introduction to Watercolour Painting
-
Introduction to watercolour materials & their specific qualities; stretching paper; laying down washes.

-
Introduction to colour theory: mixing colours.

-
Introduction to elements of landscape painting; introduction to techniques for interpreting photographs.

-
Introduction to still life painting in watercolour.

Duration:  2 hours per week for 20 weeks

Assessment:  this class is assessed entirely by coursework selected by you  and submitted to the tutor by the last class meeting. half of the assessment effort will be represented by drawing: 4 A2 size drawings of subjects introduced in class.  The remaining half of the assessment effort will be represented by watercolour painting: 2 watercolour paintings of different subjects introduced in class.

Materials:  students are responsible for the purchase of their own materials.  The tutor will advise on suitable artists' materials for this class at the first class meeting.  

Bibliography:  Suggested Background Reading

There is no prescribed textbook for this class. Recommended background reading includes: 

Edwards, B 

Drawing on the Right Side of the Brain   (Fontana, 1993)

Itten, J 


The Elements of Colour   (Chapman-Hall, 1990)
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