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Rationale

The aim of this class is to build on participants’ skills and techniques for life drawing and to develop further their 
appreciation of aesthetic values and the use of colour as a descriptive and expressive element in compositions 
based on the human figure.
Learning Outcomes:

· Demonstrate a good knowledge of the proportions of the human figure.

· Demonstrate confidence in handling line, tone and colour in relation to drawing the human form.

· Use different media and techniques appropriately and competently.

· Recognise & discuss various techniques with reference to established artists whose work is considered in class.

· Use colour in compositions that portray the human form.

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

Models, backgrounds and props will vary from week to week to develop the ability to compose with colour. Participants will be introduced to the work of established artists and will explore techniques in colour compositions that portray the human form. Paired peer assessment will give participants the opportunity to explain and discuss the processes involved in the creation of their work, and thus develop self-assessment and independent learning skills.  
Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered.  It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· Seminar on major established artists and their approach to life drawing and painting: Matisse, Hockney, Picasso, Balthus, Emin, Moore, Chagall, Degas, Bonnard, Spencer, Dufy, and Dine for discussion and reflection.

· Exploration of warm and cool colour in life drawing.

· Use of different media with the emphasis on colour

· Observation of local colour, hue of light, and reflected colour on the human figure.

· Investigation of colour as a compositional counterpoint to the depiction of the human figure

· Studies of the figure within a setting in a variety of long poses using colour media.

Mode of Delivery

The class will be delivered through practical sessions involving a tutor-led brief and/or demonstration and will usually be offered over a 10 week period with 2 hour sessions each week. Exercises in class will be closely supervised and guided by the tutor. Exercises to develop observational skills and techniques in relation to measurement and composition will be on-going. There will also be scope for revision according to the needs of students as they present drawing projects.  There will be group discussion of an example of each individual’s work. 

Assessment

Assessment will be based on a result of satisfactory or unsatisfactory, all elements of assessment must be submitted in order for credit to be awarded.

A. A life drawing using colour pencil or pastels which explores warm and cool tones on skin. (25% of assessment effort)

B. A life drawing exploring a range of colours on the skin, considering hue of light, local colour and reflected colour. (25% of assessment effort)

C. A life drawing or painting which uses observed colour elements to balance the composition. (25% of assessment effort)

D. A life drawing or painting which uses colour as the primary compositional element, independent of the observed colour. (25% of assessment effort)

E. A 500-word (+ or – 10%) learning log, reflecting on progress and strengths and weaknesses of their work and experience both in class and when using techniques covered at home.  Guidance will be given by the tutor on recording reflective learning.  This work will not be formally assessed but must be submitted to the tutor at the penultimate class. The tutor will read each log and ensure that it has been completed for at least 70% of the classes attended.

Pre-Requisites

Participants are expected to have a good understanding of the basics of life drawing and/or portraiture as it will build on the skills gained in Introducing Life Drawing (OS647), Introducing Portraiture (OS645), Taking Life Drawing Further (OS648), Taking Portraiture Further (OS646) or Drawing and Painting Stage 2(OS402).

Course materials

Students are responsible for the purchase of their own materials and a list of materials suggested by the tutor will be supplied prior to the first class meeting.

Bibliography

Suggested book and web resources for students include: 

Edgar Degas: Dancers and Nudes (Pegasus Library) [Hardcover] by Lillian Schacherl

Balthus: Time Suspended - Paintings and Drawing 1931-1960 - Hardcover (15 Mar 2008) by Sabine Rewald

David Hockney: A Drawing Retrospective by Ulrich Luckhardt and Paul Melia (Paperback - 12 Feb 2001)
http://www.gingeraleandjazz.com/2009/08/jim-dinesdrawings.html
http://www.tate.org.uk/tateetc/issue13/balthus.htm
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