Centre for Lifelong Learning

LIFE DRAWING
Class Code: OS647

Level: 10 credit points 
Rationale

Life Drawing is a significant subset of the skill of drawing and forms an important element in the Open Studies drawing curriculum. The aim of this class is to introduce participants to aspects of studio practice in life drawing. It will explain, through practical activity, the progressive steps towards making an accurate drawing from life as well as developing an appreciation of aesthetic values. Participants will be encouraged to explore the techniques used by artists to render the human form accurately, including the use of tone. Paired peer assessment will give participants the opportunity to explain and discuss the processes involved in the creation of their work, and thus develop self-assessment and independent learning skills. This aims to encourage deep rather than surface learning and improve sustainability. While this class may be taken by complete beginners, it is anticipated that participants will have already been introduced to two and three dimensional elements in drawing, and techniques of composition covered in the classes Learn to Draw (OS641)  or Stage 1 or 2 Drawing and Painting (OS401 or OS 402). This class replaces Life Drawing 1 (OS411) in previous programmes. 

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class, students will be able to: 

· Demonstrate a knowledge of the proportions of the human figure

· Demonstrate use of various media

· Draw the human figure in a variety of poses

· Make short pose sketches using  form, perspective and proportion appropriately

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· Proportions of the human figure and methods of measurement

· Methods to tackle foreshortening

· Throughout the class, the work of various well-known artists will be used to encourage reflection on students’ work and to assist and stimulate discussion and reflection on technical problems and various techniques.

· Using line and tone in a drawing

· Speed drawing 

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class will be delivered through practical sessions involving a tutor-led brief and/or demonstration. Exercises in class will be closely supervised and guided by the tutor. Students are responsible for the purchase of their own materials and a list of materials suggested by the tutor will be supplied at the first class meeting.

Assessment

There are four elements to the assessment:

A. A single life drawing in pencil or charcoal demonstrating good observational skills, use of media, and proportion (20%)

B. A single monochromatic life drawing demonstrating good observational skills, use of media, and proportion (20%)

C. A single life drawing showing foreshortening and demonstrating good observational skills, use of media, and proportion (30%)

D. 2 quick sketches capturing life, pose and balance (30%)
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