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AN INTRODUCTION TO PORTRAITURE 
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Level: 10 credit points
Rationale

This is one of a series of introductory-level classes in drawing and painting in the Applied Arts pathway of the Open Studies Certificate programme. All classes aim to broaden students' technical, perceptual and aesthetic skills. Portraiture is a demanding study which requires deep observation and acute interpretation of the model.  The central aims of this class are to introduce students to the skills and techniques for making accurate and aesthetically pleasing portrait drawings in a variety of media.  Although beginners level entry will be possible, this introductory-level class builds on the practice and techniques introduced in earlier classes. It is therefore expected that students will have already been introduced to two and three dimensional elements in drawing and techniques of composition covered in classes such as Learn to Draw (OS641) or Drawing and Painting Stage 1or 2 (OS400 & OS401). Students’ work may be used in preparation for peer assessment in later classes.  This class replaces Drawing and Painting Portraits 1 (OS407) offered in previous programmes.
Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class, students will be able to: 
· Use line and tone in portrait drawings

· Demonstrate some knowledge of facial proportions

· Recognise and discuss in simple terms portrait styles with reference to work by established artists whose work is considered in class

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· Introduction to the structure of the human head

· Overview of the proportions of the human head and anatomy

· Throughout the class, the work of various well-known artists will be used to encourage reflection on students’ work and to assist and stimulate discussion and reflection on technical problems and various techniques.

· Use of tone to convey volume

· Interpretative potential of differing media

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class will be delivered through practical sessions involving a tutor-led brief and/or demonstration. Students will explore the techniques used by artists to observe the proportions of the human head accurately and to express form. Models will vary from week to week (different genders, build, ages and qualities) to develop the ability to represent the human head sympathetically and accurately. There will be informal group discussion of students’ work, in preparation for peer assessment in later classes.  Students are responsible for the purchase of their own materials and a list of materials suggested by the tutor will be supplied at the first class meeting.
Assessment

There are three elements to the assessment:

A. one portrait drawing in pencil showing some understanding of proportion                       (50%)
B. a portrait using pencil or charcoal which demonstrates tonal observation
                      (50%) 

C. The submission of a reflective Logbook detailing the student’s contribution to class activities (0%)
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