Centre for Lifelong Learning

INTRODUCTION TO BOTANICAL PAINTING
(Learning in Later Life Programme)
Class Code: OS197 (10 credit points)

Rationale
This class introduces students to watercolour techniques used by artists to render the natural form accurately (including the use of tone, pattern and texture).  This class is suitable for beginners in painting however some experience of drawing is useful.  Students will be given practical exercises in watercolour painting to aid learning, the tutor will give regular demonstrations in accurate colour mixing and step by step guide to building up a botanical painting..
Learning Outcomes
On completion of the class, students will be able to: 

· Introduction to theory using watercolour

· Introduction to mixing colours for botanical painting and mixing of greens

· Introduction to applying drawing fundamentals for botanical painting; looking at proportions, line, shading, pattern and texture

· Introduction to a variety of watercolour techniques for botanical painting, i.e. applying wet on wet, wet on dry and masking fluid appropriately

· Development of the ability to look at and critically discuss in class examples of Botanical Art by other artists

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.

· Hot and cold colour wheels, mixing of greens

· Creating a measured drawing for botanical painting.

· Mixing colour swatches

· Trace and transfer drawing for botanical painting

· Undertake a seasonal still life

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class will be delivered through practical sessions involving a tutor-led brief and/or demonstration. Exercises in class will be closely supervised and guided by the tutor. Some class exercises will be informally peer assessed. Students are responsible for the purchase of their own materials and a list of materials suggested by the tutor will be supplied at the first class meeting.

Assessment

A. Two colour wheels which demonstrates the ability to mix warm and cold colours using watercolours (25%)

B. A colour chart of greens, (minimum 3 yellows and 2 blues), which demonstrates the ability to observe and mix a variety of greens using two primary colours (25%)

C. One botanical painting, combining pencil with watercolours, which demonstrates the ability to observe a botanical subject in some detail (25%)

D. One botanical painting which demonstrates development of skill from the previous painting, showing progression of understanding in: observation skills, use of composition, colour mixing, use of washes and use of masking fluid (25%)
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