Centre for Lifelong Learning
Digital Photography 1 (Intro. to Photography using SLR Cameras)
Class Code: OS656 (10 credit points)


Rationale

This is an introductory level class and requires no previous experience of digital photography. The class has been designed by Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences staff in response to the general move away from film-based photography. It is therefore responding to market needs and challenges. The class will introduce participants to the controls and functions of the Digital SLR Camera and their function in forming an image. Through the use of Adobe Photoshop Elements, an image-manipulation software, participants will be introduced to the tools that will allow them to edit their original images or format them for use in other digital media. Participants will gain a clear understanding of the equipment and processes involved and gain the confidence to relate these to a range of applications. This class replaces Photography 1 (OS471) offered in previous programmes.
Learning outcomes

On completion of the class, participants will be able to: 
· Demonstrate competence in the use of the key controls of a digital SLR camera: Aperture, Shutter, Camera Resolution, ISO speed, Colour Balance and Flash
· Demonstrate an understanding of the key basic tools of Adobe Photoshop and Adobe Photoshop Elements image manipulation software
· Manipulate images and save them in appropriate formats for print, digital applications and the web

· Research a range of applications for the techniques outline above

· Maintain an analytical learning log reflecting on their learning experience 

Class Outline

The following represents an overview of the main areas to be covered. It does not necessarily represent the order in which topics will be addressed, nor does it imply that equal time will be devoted to each topic.
· The key controls of a digital camera: Aperture, Shutter, ISO speed, Resolution, Colour Balance & Flash.

· File formats: Camera Raw, tiff, jpeg and png.

· Downloading digital images from the camera and additional sources using Adobe Organizer.
· Lighting requirements in a range on indoor and outdoor locations and activities.
· Image manipulation; Image size and resolution. Adjusting levels, Cropping, Selection tools Marquee and lasso tools, Cloning and healing brushes, Sharpening images & Camera RAW.

· An introduction to layers through the use of adjustment layers.

· Printing photographs: Printers and printing papers

Mode of Delivery / Methods of Presentation

The class will be delivered through a mixture of lecture and practical sessions which will involve a brief and or demonstration. Exercises will be closely supervised and guided by the tutor. Care will be taken to ensure that the exercises undertaken are linked to the professional context of the class participant.
Assessment

There are two elements to the assessment:

A. A folio of 8 photographs taken during the class, demonstrating competence in the key learning outcomes
(100%)

B. An analytical summation of the progress they have made throughout the class in the form of a learning log of 600 words (+ or – 10%). A template and an exemplar are provided, and it is stressed that this is a reflective exercise, for the student’s own benefit.     
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