Centre for Lifelong Learning

Spanish 4 [OS 202]

[10 University of Strathclyde credit points]

Class Outline

This is one of a series of classes in Spanish language which builds on the Spanish language and culture introduced in the classes Spanish 1A (OS095), Spanish 1B (OS096), Spanish 2 (OS102) and Spanish 3 (OS193).

In this class there will be a brief revision of Spanish 3 (OS193).  There will be a focus on socio-political and culture themes as means of broadening your communicative competence and increase your confidence in dealing with/using Spanish in a variety of everyday situations and deepening your knowledge of the contemporary Spanish-speaking world.

Learning Outcomes: on completion of this class you can expect to be able to: 

· Further develop knowledge of Spanish as well as broader cultural awareness

· Further develop knowledge of the grammar and lexis of Spanish

· Listening – an ability to listen to and understand naturally-occurring Spanish on class related topics

· Speaking – the ability to use spoken Spanish in both formal and informal contexts

· Reading – the ability to read and understand lengthy texts in different styles

· Writing – the ability to write in Spanish a variety of different types of texts 

Teaching Programme:   A communicative approach in line with that taken in undergraduate degree language classes at the University of Strathclyde will normally be employed throughout, using the target language wherever possible.  The grammar base of the classes previous Spanish language classes will be thoroughly revised and broadened to include 

more thorough coverage of the use of the conditional and the subjunctive.  The subjunctive which was introduced in Spanish 3 will be explored in more depth in Spanish 4. Communicative activities will include group and paired oral practice, note-taking and written responses in Spanish and/or English to authentic sources in a variety of media (written, audio, web).  

Duration:   2 hours per week for 22 weeks

Pre-requisites:  for this class it is assumed that you will already be familiar with the fundamentals of Spanish grammar.  

Text Book(s)
Agencia ELE Nueva edición 3 Libro de clase. ISBN/EAN:9788497789912. Authors: Claudia Fernández, Florencia Genta, Javier Lahuerta, Ivonne Lerner, Cristina Moreno, Juana Ruiz, Juana Sanmartín. Publisher: SGEL. 2018

Additional/suggested grammar book: Not compulsory.

Gramática básica del estudiante de español (English Edition) ISBN: 9788484434375. Author: Emily Spinelli. Publisher: Difusion. 2013. (Available in Amazon UK)
Students are also advised to purchase a Spanish/English, English/Spanish dictionary such as Collins College or Collins Concise.

Assessment:
a) Mid-point to be completed in class by students.  The assessment should be completed in week 10.  Students should be allowed 1.5 hours and may use dictionaries but not textbooks. Marked papers will be returned to students at the first class meeting after Christmas break.  (30%)

b) A listening comprehension to be completed by the students in week 20. (30%)

c) An ‘End of term’ written test to be completed in class under exam conditions in week 21.  Marked papers should be returned in week 22.  The assessment will take the form of a 500 word free writing exercise.  Students should be allowed 1.5 hours and may use dictionaries but not textbooks.  (40%)

d) A continuous oral assessment which measures student performance in class throughout its duration. An assessment sheet should be completed and returned in week 22.  This is downloadable from Myplace.  General feedback will be given to the whole class and mid-point stage unless there is a particular issue with a student which may need to be addressed one to one.  Students should be awarded either Pass (P) or Fail (F) for this element.  This is a required element, but the mark for this element will not be calculated as part of the overall numerical result for the class. 
Students must attempt all pieces of work to gain credit. A student may still gain credit if they fail only one piece of assessment (either the midpoint, listening or oral assessment) and if they successfully pass the final written assessment. The pass mark for all assessments is 40% and there is usually an attendance requirement of 70%. If you know you will be absent from class, please let your tutor know as this may be taken into account when awarding credit.

