Centre for Lifelong Learning

Russian 1A  [OS181]

[10 credit points]

Class Outline

This is one of a series of classes in Russian language and provides a foundation in Russian language and culture for complete beginners. This class will cover the basics of everyday Russian and develop your communicative competence and confidence in dealing with/using Russian in a variety of everyday situations. You will be introduced to the study skills which are necessary to work towards mastering a foreign language. 

Learning Outcomes:  On completion of the class you can expect to be able to:

•
speak about yourself; ask for and give directions; and tell the time in Russian.

•
read and write Russian characters.

•
understand a variety of accents of Russian spoken at normal speed in a number of everyday situations.

•
give written responses in English to authentic video/textual material in Russian (i.e. short notes, instructions etc).

•
describe and comment on features of contemporary Russia.

Teaching Programme:  A communicative approach in line with that taken in undergraduate degree classes in Modern Languages at Strathclyde University will normally be employed throughout, using the target language whenever possible.  The grammar base of the class will include an introduction to the orthography and basic syntax of Russian, concentrating on regular and irregular present, past and future tenses and subjunctives and the declension and use of pronouns and adjectives.  Communicative activities will include group and paired oral practice, note taking and written responses in English to authentic sources in a variety 

of media (written, audio, video). 

Assessment:

Through 4 pieces of assessment: one written piece of work to be completed at home after week 10, a listening comprehension and an oral assessment to be completed during the second half of the class. Finally, an end of class written assessment to be completed during class time at the penultimate or last class meeting. 

Duration:  2 hours per week for 20 weeks 

Text Book(s)

You will need to have access to a copy of the communicative coursebook specified by the tutor such as:

‘The New Penguin Russian Course’

Brown, N
(Penguin)

and 

a Russian/English, English/Russian dictionary as suggested by the tutor.
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