Centre for Lifelong Learning
Portuguese 1A (OS171)
(10 University of Strathclyde credit points)

Rationale

This is the first of three introductory-level classes in Portuguese in the Open Studies Certificate programme.  Portuguese 1 [OS171] provides a foundation in Portuguese language and culture for complete beginners.  The class will cover the basics of everyday Portuguese and introduce students to the study skills necessary to work towards mastering a foreign language.  
Learning Outcomes

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· speak about her/himself, work, the weather, leisure activities and past events, describe people and places, tell the time, ask for and give directions, express simple preferences and carry out simple shopping transactions in Portuguese

· understand a variety of accents of Portuguese spoken at normal speed in a number of everyday situations

· give written responses in English (i.e. short notes, instructions etc.) to authentic audio/video/textual material in Portuguese

· describe and comment on selected key features of contemporary Portugal and/or other Portuguese speaking countries.

Teaching Programme

All classes will be based on the prescribed text and/or appropriately authentic sources in a variety of media (written, audio, web).  The grammar base of the class will include an introduction to the verb system of Portuguese, concentrating on regular and irregular present, past and  informal future tenses, an introduction to the pronoun and number system, and the use of common prepositions.  Communicative activities will include group and paired oral practice, note taking and written responses in English to authentic textual/audio/video material.

Duration

There will be a total of 22 class meetings, each of two hours. 

Assessment:

Through 4 pieces of assessment: 

a) A gap-fill test to be completed at home by students.  
b) A listening comprehension to be completed by the students. 
c) An ‘end of term’ written test consisting of a gap-fill grammar test and a free writing exercise.  The grammar based element of the assessment will be conducted in class under exam conditions.  The free writing element may be completed at home.  
d) A continuous oral assessment which measures student performance in class throughout its duration. Students should be awarded a either Pass (P) or Fail (F) for this element. This is a required element, but the mark for this element will not be calculated as part of the overall numerical result for the class.  
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Students must attempt all pieces of work to gain credit. A student may still gain credit if they fail only one piece of assessment (either the midpoint, listening or oral assessment) and if they successfully pass the final written assessment. 
The pass mark for all assessments is 40% and there is usually an 
attendance requirement of 70%. 
If you know you will be absent from class, please let your tutor 
know as this may be taken into account when awarding credit.
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