Centre for Lifelong Learning

Japanese 1A (OS231)

(10 University of Strathclyde credit points)

Class Outline

Japanese 1A is the first of four introductory-level classes in Italian in the Open Studies Certificate programme. It provides a foundation in Italian language and culture for complete beginners, covering the basics of everyday Italian and introducing students to the study skills necessary to work towards mastering a foreign language. 

Learning Outcomes  

Listening

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· Understand when someone speaks slowly

· Understand simple directions

· Understand questions and instructions addressed carefully and slowly.

Reading

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· Understand information about people (family, jobs, place of residence)

· Understand a questionnaire well enough to give important information (e.g. name, address, nationality)

· Understand key words and phrases on signs encountered in everyday life (e.g. No smoking, station, etc.)

Oral

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· Introduce themselves and use basic greeting and leave-taking expressions

· Ask and answer simple questions

· Make themselves understood in a simple way

· Say when they do not understand

· Ask someone to repeat what they said

· Ask someone to speak more slowly.

Written

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· Fill in a questionnaire with personal details

· Write sentences and simple phrases about themselves.

Context

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· Describe and comment (in English) on features of contemporary Japanese life.

Teaching Programme

A communicative approach in line with that taken in undergraduate degree classes in Modern Languages at Strathclyde University will normally be employed throughout, using the target language whenever possible. The grammar base of the class will include an introduction to the orthography, morphology and syntax of Japanese, concentrating on issues of formal register appropriate to tourists/visitors to Japan in a number of situations. Communicative activities will include group and paired oral practice, note taking and written responses in English to authentic sources in a variety of media (written, web, audio).

Mode of Delivery/Methods of Presentation

There will be a total of 22 class meetings, each of two hours. A multi-media communicative approach will be taken. Students will be expected to complete work at home. All assessments must be attempted to gain credit.

Assessment:

A
Gap-fill test to be completed at home by students. The test should be distributed in week 10 (for completion usually over the Christmas Break or Easter depending on the start date of the class). In ‘Twice a Week’ classes this should be given out in week 5 and 2 weeks allowed for return. 
B
A listening comprehension to be completed by the students in week 20 (week 9 for ‘Twice a Week’ classes). 
C
An ‘End-of-Term’ written test consisting of a gap-fill grammar test and a free writing exercise. The grammar based element of the assessment will be conducted in class under exam conditions in week 21 (week 10 of ‘Twice a Week’ classes – marked papers returned in week 11). The free writing element may be completed at home. Students should be allowed 1.5 hours and may use dictionaries but not text books. Marked papers should be returned in week 22. 
D
A continuous oral assessment which measures student performance in class throughout its duration. An assessment sheet for each student should be completed and returned in week 22. This is downloadable from MyPlace. Students should be awarded a pass or fail for this element. 
NB    
Assessment A, B and C will be provided by the Centre. 
Duration:  2 hours per week for 22 weeks

Text Book(s)

You will need to have access to a Japanese/English, English/Japanese dictionary and a copy of the communicative coursebook specified by the tutor such as:

‘Japanese for Busy People 1’ 
(Kodasha International – Romanized Version)
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