Centre for Lifelong Learning

French 3 [OS 133]

[10 University of Strathclyde credit points] 

Class Outline

This is one of a series of classes in French language which builds on the French language 

and culture for beginners introduced in the classes French 1A, French 1B and French 2 [OOS035, OS036 & OS 132].  In this class the basics of everyday French will be revised with a focus on socio-political and culture themes as means of broadening your communicative competence and increase your confidence in dealing with/using French in a variety of everyday situations and deepening your knowledge of the contemporary French-speaking world.

Learning Outcomes: on completion of this class you can expect to be able to: 

· Read and understand short newspaper articles

· Maintain a face-to-face conversation

· Express and respond to feelings (e.g. happiness, sadness etc.)

· Relate the plot of a book or film

· Reply to adverts, job applications etc. and write a CV

· Read critically newspaper/magazine style coverage of key aspects of contemporary France.

Teaching Programme:   A communicative approach in line with that taken in undergraduate 

degree language classes at the University of Strathclyde will normally be employed 

throughout, using the target language wherever possible. The grammar base of the classes French 1A, French 1B and French 2 [ OS035, OS036 & OS 132] will be thoroughly revised and broadened to include the pluperfect and the subjunctive.  Communicative activities will include group and paired oral practice, note-taking and written responses in French and/or English to authentic sources in a variety of media (written, audio, video).  

Duration:   2 hours per week for 22 weeks

Pre-requisites :   for this class it is assumed that you will already be familiar with the fundamentals of French grammar.  

Assessment:  
Through 4 pieces of assessment: 

a) A gap-fill test to be completed at home by students.  
b) A listening comprehension to be completed by the students. 
c) An ‘end of term’ written test consisting of a gap-fill grammar test and a free writing exercise.  The grammar based element of the assessment will be conducted in class under exam conditions.  The free writing element may be completed at home.  
d) A continuous oral assessment which measures student performance in class throughout its duration. Students should be awarded a either Pass (P) or Fail (F) for this element. This is a required element, but the mark for this element will not be calculated as part of the overall numerical result for the class.  
Students must attempt all pieces of work to gain credit. A student may still gain credit if they fail only one piece of assessment (either the midpoint, listening or oral assessment) and if they successfully pass the final written assessment. The pass mark for all assessments is 40% and there is usually an attendance requirement of 70%. If you know you will be absent from class, please let your tutor know as this may be taken into account when awarding credit.

Learning Materials and Resources

The coursebook for this class is:
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‘Le Nouveau Taxi 2’ + audio et video online, Menand et al (Hachette) ISBN 9782011555519, exercise book Le Nouveau Taxi!: Cahier d'exercices 2, ISBN 9782011555526
Students are also advised to purchase a French/English, English/French dictionary such as 
Collins College or Collins Concise.
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