Centre for Lifelong Learning

French 2  [OS132]

[10 University of Strathclyde credit points] 

Class Outline

This is one of a series of classes in French language which builds on the French language and culture for beginners introduced in the class French 1 [OS131] or French 1B [OS036]. In this class the basics of everyday French are developed to broaden your communicative competence, increase your confidence in dealing with/using French in a variety of everyday situations and deepen your knowledge of the contemporary French-speaking world. 

Learning Outcomes

On completion of the class you can expect to be able to:

· speak about the weather, food, health and work, ask for and give advice, make comparisons and complaints and use the telephone in French.

· give written responses in formal or informal French to authentic video/textual material (i.e. short notes, letters etc).

· identify topics for discussion

· describe yourself, your job, your likes, dislikes, hobbies and interests

· handle everyday situations such as using public transport, asking for and giving complex directions etc.

· describe and comment on features of contemporary France.

Teaching Programme

A communicative approach in line with that taken in undergraduate degree classes in French at Strathclyde University will normally be employed throughout, using the target language whenever possible.   The grammar base of the class will include the imperfect, future and conditional tenses, comparatives and superlatives of adjectives and adverbs, and markers of formal and informal register.  Communicative activities will include group and paired oral practice, assignments and written responses in French to authentic sources in a variety of media (written, audio, video).  As the class progresses, language exercises, although communicative in nature, will provide a thorough revision of the grammar base laid in French 1B [OS036] and introduced in this class.  During the course of this class selected key aspects of contemporary French culture/history/politics and their significance to the development of contemporary French society will be outlined and discussed during class meetings.

Duration 

2 hours per week for 22 weeks 

Pre-requisites

For French 2 [OS132] it is expected that you will already be familiar with the verb system of French, especially the present, perfect and imperfect tenses and reflexive verbs. 

Assessment:  
Through 4 pieces of assessment: 

a) A gap-fill test to be completed at home by students.  
b) A listening comprehension to be completed by the students. 
c) An ‘end of term’ written test consisting of a gap-fill grammar test and a free writing exercise.  The grammar based element of the assessment will be conducted in class under exam conditions.  The free writing element may be completed at home.  

d) A continuous oral assessment which measures student performance in class throughout its duration. Students should be awarded a either Pass (P) or Fail (F) for this element. This is a required element, but the mark for this element will not be calculated as part of the overall numerical result for the class.  
Students must attempt all pieces of work to gain credit. A student may still gain credit if they fail only one piece of assessment (either the midpoint, listening or oral assessment) and if they successfully pass the final written assessment. The pass mark for all assessments is 40% and there is usually an attendance requirement of 70%. If you know you will be absent from class, please let your tutor know as this may be taken into account when awarding credit.

Text Book(s)
The coursebook for the class is:

‘Le Nouveau Taxi 2’ + audio et video online, Menand et al (Hachette) ISBN 9782011555519, exercise book Le Nouveau Taxi!: Cahier d'exercices 2, ISBN 9782011555526
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Students are also advised to purchase a French/English, English/French dictionary such as 
Collins College or Collins Concise.

