Centre for Lifelong Learning

French 1A (OS035)
[10 University of Strathclyde credit points]

Class Outline

French 1A is the first of four introductory-level classes in French in the Open Studies Certificate programme. It provides a foundation in French language and culture for complete beginners, covering the basics of everyday French and introducing students to the study skills necessary to work towards mastering a foreign language. The aim of this class is to equip students with foundation knowledge, understanding and skills in French. 

Learning Outcomes  

Listening

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· Understand when someone speaks slowly

· Understand simple directions

· Understand questions and instructions addressed carefully and slowly.

Reading

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· Understand information about people (family, jobs, place of residence)

· Understand a questionnaire well enough to give the most important information (name, address, date of birth, nationality, etc.)

· Understand key words and phrases on signs encountered in everyday life (e.g. No smoking, station, etc.).

Oral

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· Introduce themselves and use basic greeting and leave-taking expressions

· Ask and answer simple questions

· Make themselves understood in a simple way

· Say when they do not understand

· Ask someone to repeat what they said

· Ask someone to speak more slowly.

Written

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· Fill in a questionnaire with personal details

· Write sentences and simple phrases about themselves.

Context

By the end of the class the student should be able to:

· Describe and comment (in English) on features of contemporary French life.

Teaching Programme

The class content will include material from the prescribed text and a number of didacticised authentic sources in a variety of media. The grammar base of the class will include introduction to the verb system of French (concentrating on alphabet, gender and the use of nouns, gender and the use of simple adjectives, personal pronouns, regular verb forms of the present tense, the irregular verbs “être”, “aller”, “avoir”). Class content will also include an introduction to aspects of the socio-political, cultural and historical background of the country. Communicative activities will include group and paired oral practice, note-taking and written responses using authentic material whenever possible. 

Mode of Delivery/Methods of Presentation

There will be a total of 22 class meetings, each of two hours. A multi-media communicative approach will be taken. Students will be expected to complete work at home.

Assessment
Through 4 pieces of assessment: 

a) A gap-fill test to be completed at home by students.  
b) A listening comprehension to be completed by the students. 
c) An ‘end of term’ written test consisting of a gap-fill grammar test and a free writing exercise.  The grammar based element of the assessment will be conducted in class under exam conditions.  The free writing element may be completed at home.  
d) A continuous oral assessment which measures student performance in class throughout its duration. Students should be awarded a either Pass (P) or Fail (F) for this element. This is a required element, but the mark for this element will not be calculated as part of the overall numerical result for the class.  
Students must attempt all pieces of work to gain credit. A student may still gain credit if they fail only one piece of assessment (either the midpoint, listening or oral assessment) and if they successfully pass the final written assessment. The pass mark for all assessments is 40% and there is usually an attendance requirement of 70%. 
If you know you will be absent from class, please let your tutor know as this may be taken into account 
when awarding credit.

All assessment must be attempted to gain credit.
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Textbook   


‘Le Nouveau Taxi 1’ 1 + audio et video online (Hachette) ISBN 9782011555489, exercise book Le Nouveau 
Taxi!: Cahier d'exercices 1, ISBN 9782011555496
