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 Baptisms

 Marriages

 Burials

From 1538 in England and Wales

From c 1660 in  Scotland

Originals in local county record offices

Copies and indexes at Society of Genealogists

Many indexed in other ways









 Parish registers in County Record Offices

 Bishop’s Transcripts in Diocesan Record Offices  











 National Burial Index (NBI) – 3rd Edition

18.4 million records

Coverage is not complete

Best for the period 1812 -1840

See 

http://www.ffhs.org.uk/projects/

nbi/nbi-coverage.php

For coverage details





 Some extracted 
information online 
mainly from 
Yorkshire & 
Lancashire 

 London Burials 
from 1538 to 1980







 Some burial data from the Society of Genealogists

 Some of the National Burial Index (but not all)

 City of London Burial Index (mainly the period from 
1813 till  closure)

 A great deal of miscellaneous burial sets  see 
http://www.findmypast.co.uk/helpadvice/knowledge-
base/parish-records/index.jsp#parish













 RG4 are registers (authenticated by the Non-Parochial 
Registers Commissioners) of births, baptisms, deaths, 
burials and marriages. They cover dates from 1567 to 
1858.

 RG6 is the Society of Friends' (Quakers) Registers, 
Notes and Certificates of Births, Marriages and Burials 
ranging from 1578-1841.



 RG8 - General Register Office: Registers of Births, 
Marriages and Deaths surrendered to the Non Parochial 
Registers Commission of 1857. Among the more extensive 
collections in this series are the registers of the British 
Lying-in Hospital, Holborn, which record particulars of 
births and baptisms. These cover the period 1749 to 1868 
and are very detailed. 

 Burial records, registers of the Chapels Royal and the 
archive of the Russian Orthodox Church in London.

 RG33 General Register Office:Overseas Birth, Marriage, 
death and Burial of British Subjects including those 
onboard ships. Also Lundy Island Devon. Original 
registers, notebooks and copies of entries in registers kept 
by incumbents of English churches and missions, British 
embassies and legations etc. These cover the period 1627 
to 1960 and are very detailed.



www.bmdregisters.co.uk





Pedigree Resource File Ancestral File



 Many parish churches in even small towns

 Chichester – 12 parishes

 Exeter – 25 parishes

 Canterbury – 17 parishes

 These are just the Anglican parishes – there 
would also quite possibly be nonconformist 
burial grounds as well



There may also be Quaker Burial Grounds and 

Private Speculations

There may be other registers in the County 

Record Offices

No requirement on nonconformist ministers to 

record burials at all until 1864













Many of these records 

transcribed by FIBIS

www.fibis.org







In his book 

“Gatherings from 

Graveyards” by 

G.A Walker 

published in 1839 

he calculated from 

official documents 

that from 1741 to 

1837 there were 

2,105,112 burials in 

the metropolis 

How Many 
Burials?





The Hardy Tree

In large towns – pressure on space – clearing of churchyards

1960 2006



 1804 Peter Lachaise Cemetery in Paris

 1819 Rosary Cemetery in Norwich



 1821 Chorlton Row Manchester

 1825 Low Hill Liverpool

 1834 Key Hill Birmingham

 1834 Newcastle

 1835 Leeds

 1836 Sheffield

 1837 York



The Grave of Andrew 

Ducrow (1793-1842) 

Kensal Green Cemetery

Highgate Cemetery

Unique tomb of pianist Harry 

Thornton















Also known as Westminster Cemetery or City of 

Westminster Cemetery



3000 Burial Authorities

250 Crematoria

90,000,000 records



 Alperton Cemetery

 Carpenders Park Cemetery

 Paddington Old Cemetery

 Willesden New Cemetery

 Wembley Old Burial Ground

 Willesden Old Burial Ground

 Total of over 300,000 burials







 The site went live in July 2008 with:

 Kent & Sussex Crematorium

 Tunbridge Wells Borough Cemetery

 Recently added

 London Boroughs of Havering, Brent, 
Islington & Camden

 Angus in Scotland

 Nearly a million records





















Scan of a Cremation Register from 1970















 By the end of 2011 Deceased Online aim to have over 
5 million records online

 Their aim is to digitise all the available municipal 
cemeteries and crematoria


