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DOCUMENT DISSECTED: TACK GUIDE

How to understand a Scottish tack (deed)
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¥ NRS site {www.nrscotland govuk) where

vou'll find catalogues for the NRS archive,
National Register of Archives for Scotland.

and the Scottish Archive Network.
‘Sasines’ are documents recording
changes of land ownership, whether
through sale, inheritance or exchange. To
find them prior to 1869, consult various
abridgement or minute book records
and then one of three types of register:
a Particular Register, if land was in one
county only; the General Register. if land
was held across more than one county; or
a specific Burgh Register, if land was held
within one of the country’s royal burghs,
A detailed guide is available at htip:!
tinyur.comig9ughh?. For transactions after
1868 you can consult — fora
fee — search sheets compiled
by Registers of Scotland

——
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Evaluation Adepictionofiand commissioners
inspecting an lrish farm near Limerickin 1881

Services of Heirs before officially taking
possession. Indexes to these judgements
are available at the NRS and in many
libraries across the country, while
those from 1530 to 1699 are
available via Google Books

(wwwiros govuk), They LIFERENT hyiitinyurl. com/6pboSub.
summarise a history PROVISION In Ireland the system

of sales for a property

from 1868 o present.
Before 1868 land \

couldn’t be bequeathed

through a will in

Scotland as it coukl

in England. Instead, a

prospective heir, usually the ———

eldest son, had to have his or her
right to inherit first recognised through
a separale court process called the

Scottish leascholders could have
aliferent’ granted for the duration
of their life, their spouse’s and a
child'’s. In Ireland a “lease for lves'
was a similar provision, granted in
the name of three individuals,
which could be renewed

when a person died.

of land tenure was
similar to that in
England. although
prior to the late-1840s
it was hampered by an
absentee landlord class, a
great many of whom lived
in England and left their
estates to be poorly managed by
local appointees, Following the Great
Famine, when the Irish population

was decimated, the old system all but
collapsed with many landlords going
bankrupt due to a drop in tenants. Their
estates were carved up and auctioned off
following the passing of the Encumbered
Estates Acts of 1848 and 1849, allowing
ordinary Irishmen the chance to own
their property. You can consult the
documents drawn up from this process
through the Irish holdings on Andmypast
(www findmypast.co.uk).

Estate papers containing rental rolls,
maps, leases, records of manorial courts
and more are held in the National
Archives of Treland (www: nationalarchives
ig), the National Library of Treland (www,
nli.ic) and on the Public Record Office of
Northern Ireland website (wivw prom.gov.
uk). The University of Galway's Landed
Estates Database (www.landedestates.ic)
contains useful information on estates in
Connacht and Munster from the 1700s
o 1914, rental rolls for northern estates
are at www.angestryirdand.com and wase
from-ireland net

Between 1847 and 1863 Sir Richard
Griffiths was tasked with working out the
rateable value of all land in Ireland. You
can access the first published results of

Griffith’s Valuation at www.askaboutireland

iz, This hists tenants and landlords, with
changes of ownership in subsequent vears
recorded in Valuation Revision Books.

STEP-BY-STEP: LOCATE AN ANCESTOR
WITHIN A LAND RECORD

How to find family using 19th century land records for estates

in Northern Ireland

ULSTER ANCESTORS

To locate records for Ulster based

ancestors, begin by trying to find an
entry from Griffith’s Valuation at wivw,
askaboutireland ie, If you are successful
you will find the name of the landlord
alongside that of your ancestor as tenant,
and you can also view a contemporary
map to locate the family holding,
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INITIAL STEPS

You can find changes of ownership or

occupation in the property after this
valuation via the Valuation Revision Books
on the PRONI website (wiww pronigov.uk).
The tenant or landlord’s name will be
crossed out with a coloured marker and in
the right column the year of the change
marked in the same colour.

SEARCHING FOR CLUES

Now that you have the landlord's name

you can check the PRONI catalogue for
any relevant surviving estate papers. These
might contain copies of the original leases,
maps of the town lands or parishes where
your ancestor resided, and rental books
detailing payments made each year. There
may even be correspondence.
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Those from the 1860s (o the early 1930s,
for what is now Northern Ireland, are
available online via the PRONI website
The equivalent records for the Republic
of Treland are located at the Valuation
Office in Dublin (www.wiloffie). Earlier

valuations from 1823-1838 are - ——

available in the form of
Tithe Applotment Books

— those for the Republic FORMB

On the Irish 1901 and 1911

censuses, main household -
schedules are boxes marked ‘No, | and Property Services
on Form B These correspond with
the line number on the subsequent
Forms B and N, which give further
informaticn on the landlord and
the property.

are at higpeiitinyuri.com/
widdo, while those
for the North are on
microfilm at PRONI
and partially indexed
on Ancestry (v,
Aneestry.co.uk).
For land conveyance, the
Registry of Deeds, established
in 1707 is a major resource still in use
at the Property Registration Authority
in Dublin (wwwiandregistryie], which
you can visit for research purposes. The
deeds are indexed by names of their
grantors and also by townlands up to

\

ARCHIVE VISIT

Most records at the Public Record

Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI)
have not been digitised and, sadly, there’s
no online ordering service for records to
be copied and posted out. This means you
will have to visit the archive itself, or
perhaps hire 2 genealogist to visit on your
behalf if you cannot attend in person.
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1946. A partial index 1s available via
hetpelifreepages genealogy.rootsweb aneestry,
com/~registryofdeeds. In Northern Ireland,
microfilms of the records are accessible
at PRONI. A modern Land Registry has
also been in existence from 1892,
although both are still in use
at the PRA. The northerm
equivalent of this is the
Department of Finance
and Personnel’s Land

(www.dfpnigovuk/

Ipslindex him). This

provides details on
the Land Registry and
entries from the earlier
Registry of Deeds for

as research services.

The 1901 and 1911 censuses in Ireland.
unlike their British equivalents, include
details about landlords, with the records
digitised and made freely accessible via
www census, nationalarcdhives. ic. @

ORDERING DOCUMENTS
To order documents inside PRONI

you will need a reader’s ticket, details
of which are available via the website.
You can order up to five documents at a
time in the main reading room and, for a
small fee, you can save digital copies to a
US8 drive using their scanner. Please visit

www.proni.gov.uk for more information.

properties in the north, as well

CONTACTS

National Archives

of Ireland

Bishop Street, Dublin B, Ireland
w. veeewsnationalarchives.ie.

e )t

© 00353 (0)1 407 2300

National Library

of Ireland (Genealogy)

Genealogy/ Family History, The National Library
of Ireland, Kildare Street, Dublin 2

w. wwwnliie

e. genealogy@nlie
t. 00353 (0)1 603 0213

National Records of Scotland
HM General Register House, 2 Princes Street,
Edinburgh, EH1 3YY

w. wovew.nrscotiand. govuk
¢ 0131 535 1314

Public Record Office

of Northern Ireland

2 Titanic Boulevard, Titanic Quarter, Belfast,
BT3 $HQ

w. wvew.proal.govauk

e. proniifidcalni.govuk

« 028 90 534800

Registers of Scotland

Meadowbank House, 153 London Road,
Edinburgh, EH8 TAU

w.

e i
©. 0BOO 169 9391

Valuation Office

Block 2, Irish Life Centre, Abbey Street Lower,
Dublin 1, Republic of Irddand

w. voeoevaloffic

e ink i

- i
« 00353 1817 10060

[wessites. |
Land and Property Services (NI}

™ J/in hi

National Records of Scotland sasine guide
w. nrscotiand. govuk /research/guides/

sasines

Registry of Deeds
w. htip;//freepages.genealogy. b,

ancestry.com/”registryofdeeds
Statistical Accounts of Scotland

w. htip;//edina.acuk/stat-acc-scot
Tithe Applotment Books

w. htap://ti
nationalarchives.ie/search/tab/home.jsp
FURTHER READING:

Discover Scottish Land Records
Chris Paton, Unlock the Past, 2012
ISBN: 9781521956089

Tracing Your Irish Family History
on the Internet

Chris Paton, Pen and Sword, 2013
ISBN: 9781781591840

Tracing Your Northern Irish Ancestors

lan Maxwell, Pen and Sword, 2010
ISBN: 9781848841673
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