Searching Records with FamilySearch

SEARCH HISTORICAL RECORDS

1. Go to FamilySearch and hover over the “Search” tab.

Click “Records” from the drop down list. We will focus only on searching records in this Guide.
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Search with a relationship:

You can leave fields blank or estimate
information. Unless you are looking for a
specific record, it is often better to leave
many search fields blank, even if you know
the information. FamilySearch may contain
records about this individual, but not all
records contain all of the information that

Spouse | Parents | Other Per:

Restrict records by:

Country

Mateh all te@

Location | Type | Batch Number | Film Numbe@

Find a Collection

Researching within a specific collection? Find it here.

Collection Title

Browse all published collections
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you know. Entering less information may help your search criteria match records for the individual more closely and increase
the likelihood that the records will appear near the top of your search results. If you do not find the person you are searching
for, you might find the tips on the various search methods that follow useful.

Search by First Names and Last Names.

6. You can search for Ancestors using the
Historical Records search screen
shown above. Enter the search criteria
you know and click “Search.”

The second entry on Search Results

Records

Number of results to show:

Preview Name

20| 50 | 75

Try adding more search terms to improve your search results.

Collections

Search Results from Historical Records
1-20 of 1,778 results for Name:

Alonzo Scott Russell, Event: Birth. Place: Rochester, Vermont, Event Range: 1840-1850
Export Results 1-20
Events

Relationships Details Image

from Historical Records has icons b Alonzo Scot Russel ROCHESTER Alonzo W. Russell B
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Alonzo Scott Russell
Vermont Vital Records

Name Alonzo Scott Russell

Event Type Birth

Event Date 08 Aug 1845

Event Place Rochester, Vermont,
United States

Gender Male

Father's Name Alonzo W Russell

View the original document. The
original may contain more information

Mother's Name Electa Russell

than was indexed.

Vermont Vital Records, 1760-1954 o

GS Film Number 27675
Citing this Record =

Digital Folder Number 004705260
"Vermont Vital Records, 1760-1954," database with images,
FamilySearch Image Number 03225

(https://familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:V8MT-K8L : 6
December 2014), Alonzo Scott Russell, 08 Aug 1845, Birth;
State Capitol Building, Montpelier; FHL microfilm 27,675.

9. Clicking the View the Document link will display the image.
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Tips for Searching by First Names and Last Names:

e Enter the name of only one person in the First Names field.

e Try adding or omitting middle names.

e Try nicknames.

e Tryspelling the name as it is spelled in the old country and in the new one.
e Leave the First Names or the Last Names fields blank.

e Try searching by Relationships.

e When searching for a woman, search with her maiden name to find records that were created before her marriage;

use her married name to find records created after marriage.
e Tryyour search with just her first name and the names of her spouse and her parents.

e Try using wildcards. Enter “*” to replace multiple consecutive characters. Enter “?” to replace a single character.

Tips for Searching by Life Events: >

e Try your search with different or all life events (birth, marriage, death).

e Inthe place field try searching for a more or less specific place. For example, if you did not find
information by searching by town, try the county or state, or try entering just the country name.

e Inthe year fields, increase or decrease the year range. Fill in both From and To ranges, or the
program will populate both with the same year.

e Use a Residence Place to find records that identify where a person was living.
e Use Any Place if you know a date and place for an event other than birth, death, and residence.

e You can include multiple life events in your search, but do this only when you are looking for a
specific type of record that contains all of the life events.

Search with a relationship:
Spouse | Parents | Other Person

Spouse's First Names

Tips for Searching by Relationships: >

e Try the search with different types of relationships. (Spouse or Parents).

e When entering the name of the mother or wife, try searching by the
woman’s married name and maiden name. If you do not know the maiden
name, leave the last name field blank.

Spouse's Last Names

Father's First Names

e Asearch by Parents may pull up a list of possible siblings.

Father's Last Names

e Try searching by spouse only.

Mother's First Names

Tips for Search Results:
Mother's Last Names

Click Search to view results. The information that you entered for your search
is listed at the top of the search results screen, along with the number of
matching records. The records that match your search most closely are near
the top of the list. Scan your search results for records of interest to you.
Collections that have a camera icon include images. Collections without a

Other Person's First Names

Other Person's Last N

Search with a life event:

Birthplace

Birth Year (Range)

From

Marriage Place

Marriage Year (Range)

From

Residence Place

Residence Year (Range)

From

Death Place

Death Year (Range)

From

Any Place

Any Year (Range)

From

Filter your results by:
Learn more

camera have only the indexed records. If you do not see the records that you
want, you can refine or filter your search results.

How to Apply Filters to Your Search Results in Historical Records:

You can filter your results to reduce the number of records and refine your search. By applying filters,
you can focus the results on exactly what you want to find. The filters are located on the left side of the
list of search results below the “Refine Your Search” menu. Tip: Entering less information will increase
the likelihood that filters will return the records you are interested in.

Collections
Birthplace
Birth Year
Marriage Place
Marriage Year
Residence Place
Residence Year
Death Place
Death Year
Other Place
Other Year

Gender
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SEARCH BY LOCALITY

You can search by location using: A. Historical Records Search Home Page, B. Interactive Map, or C. Browse All Published

Collections link.

Historical Records Search Screen allows you to filter your results. For example, if you are searching
for a record in Cork, Ireland, scroll down the Historical Records screen and click Location. Enter
Ireland in the Country field and Cork in the State or Province field. Itis interesting to note that
there are over three million search hits. You can refine your search by adding names, life eve
relationships. Selecting “Type” allows you to restrict your search to the various record typés listed.

Type
Birth, Baptism, and Christenings
Marriage
Death
Census, Residence, and Lists
Immigration and Maturalization
Milizary
Probate
Other

Refine your search

First Names

Last Names

Records Collections

Search Results from Historical Records

811100 of 3,679,631 results for Country-lreland, State or Province:Cerk

Mumber of results to show: | 20 | 50 | 75

Preview Name Events

Restrict records by:

Try adding a name to your search (first or last). Even a guess might be helpful.

Export Results 81-100

Relationships Details Image|

Country b Wiliam M'Cabe bk 1874 &
Ireland Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes, 1845-1958
Fre — death: 1874  Mallow. Ireland
tate or Province
Cork » Susan M'Adam birth: 1809 @
Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes, 1845-1958
Type death: 1874  Cork, Ireland
Batch Number
i » Margaret Lucy Adams birth: 1873
IFllm (Il Ireland, Civil Registration Indexes, 1845-1958 " E
death: 1875  Cork, Ireland
B. Search Using the Interactive Map on the Home Page. : @ D
To find information on Ireland, click on the area where Ireland appears
on the map. &
2. When the pop-up appears, select “Ireland” from the 7 locations that show ' .
on the left side of the pop-up.
3. Information on Ireland then appears on the right.
4. Click “Start researching in Ireland.”
5. Use the “Search Collections for” form to find the person you are
researching.
6. Search with a life event or relationship. @ England Ireland 3
. . : Collecti Years Covered
7. Restrict records by Type, Batch or Film Number. ::::;EY RS I
Isle of Man Indexed Records Record Images
Ireland T 41,555,090 13,069,494
Welcome to our Ireland research page. We've brought together tools to help you with your research in Ireland.
Scotland o
@ Start researching in Ireland
Ireland Indexed Historical Records f Learning Center ales)
7 Locations

Search collections of records for decuments about your ancestors. You can filter which

collections you would like to search within

Search collections for
Deceased Ancestor's Name
First Names,

(0 [g]

Search with a life event:

Last Names

Birth | Marriage | Residence | Death | Any

Birthplace Birth Year (Range)

Search with a relationship:

Spouse | Parents | Other Person

Restrict records by:

Location | Type | Batch Number | Film Numbe@

Country State or Province
Ireland

Filter by collection: Showing Top 5 - Show All 21

Title a
BillionGraves Index
Find A Grave Index

Great Britain Marriages, 1797-1988

IORSA

From TC

We have 14 learning courses to help you
do your family history research in Ireland

Getting Started in Irish
E Genealogy
[ 16 minutes
) Ireland Beginning Research
e Series Immigration Part 1:
Strategies
[ 21 minutes

See all Ireland courses in Learning Center]

FamilySearch Catalog

View Catalog for Ireland

FamilySearch Wiki

View Wiki for Ireland

Records  Last Updated

90,710 29 Nov 2016 [l

523,041 06 Dec 2016 [g
5,458 06 Apr 2010

You can also view the collections. The top five are listed.
Click the link to show all (currently 21 for Ireland) and
select the one you want to search by clicking the title.
The Learning Center, FamilySearch Catalog and Wiki
provide additional resources.
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C. Browse All Published Collections: s it
Information from ther e

1. Click the link “Browse All Published Collections.” A

2. Use the “Filter by collection name” (used “ldaho”) to find smhih” - :
specific collections you want to search. Enter information [ [vemoe | Rescence | pean | any
and check the results as they appear. Try “Census United” e B o] oo
which will bring up United States Census collections. iy

3. Collections with records that are identified as “Browse e | oo
Images” have been digitized, but have not been indexed. ey
Instead, the images are grouped, often by localities, dates,
or record types. ey

4. Upon finding a “Browse doreal s eleie

Images” collection, click the | Fiterby coliection name
name of the collection. Idaho

5. This will open a page with
the collection description, glacs

Historical Record Collections 23 collections
*= Recently added or updated
Title ~ Records Last Updated

Idaho, Births and Christenings, 1856-1965 15,760 09 Mar 2012

number Of images to ViEW, Ur}gj::‘;l;s @3) - 8 daho, Bonneville County Records, 1867-2012 Browse Images 28 Mar 2014

and source Citation infor' :r:r}:inher plece filers I8 |daho, Butte County Records, 1882-1970 Browse Images 18 Jun 2014

mation' Date I8 daho, Cassia County Records, 18791989 @ Browse Images 02 Nov 2012
6. Click the “Browse th rough Egg gigg 44’ 8 1daho, Clark County Records, 1884-1998 Browse Images 02 Nov 2012

( # Of) images" link to scroll 1950 10 Pfﬁse;‘ 20) 18 |daho. County Birth and Death Records. 1883-1929 4@ Browse Images 12 Dec 2013

through the digital images. | cotiections O )®icano. County Mariages, 1864-1950 148,053 19 Jun 2014
7. When the collection is

RECORDS GENEALOGIES CATALOG BOOKS WIKI

opened, there may be a way to narrow your
search. The options may include: Record Type,
County, an alphabetical list of names,

a chronological list of dates, etc. Clicking on one
of these choices will narrow

the images to search.

8. A collection with the number of records listed
but without a camera icon will show the indexed
data but not the images.

9. A camera next to a collection that has been

Idaho, County Birth and Death Records, 1883-1929

Description

County birth and d&ath registers acquired for the following counties: Ada, Bannock, Bingham, Blaine, Bonner, Bonneville,
Boundary, Canyon, Cassia, Clearwater, ElImore, Fremont, Kootenai, Latah, Nez Perce, Owyhee, Shoshone, Twin Falls and
Washington counties. Coverage varies between counties.

Learn more »

View Images in this Collection

Browse through 2,426 images @

Citing this Collection

"ldaho, County Birth and Death Records, 1883-1929." Images. FamilySearch. http://FamilySearch.org : accessed 2014,

. . . . Idaho, County Birth and Death Records, 1883-1929
indexed, indicates that images of the records
are available, as well as the indexed data. County @
Ada Bannock
10. An asterisk* will show next to the most recently added collections. Bingharm Blaine
. 1s . . . . “ . ” . Bonner Bonneville
e Clicking an indexed collection will display a “Search Collection” page. In order to view the .
oundary Canyon
image, click on View Image. Cassia Clearwater
. . . . A . . . Elmore Fremont
e To view the image of some collections, a sign-in is required. Some images are available Cootom: Lo
for viewing on other sites, i.e. Ancestry.com, MyHeritage.com, or FindMyPast.com, Lembi Nez Perce
FOId3.C0m, etc. Owyhee Shoshone

Information from “Product Support — Searching Records” at FamilySearch.org
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